




The present work is a textbok of the Georgian language for English- 
s-ng learners. The reader will get acquainted with the Georgian alpha- 
bet (supplied with phonetic drills), the grammatical structure. He can also 
acauire speech habits through the dialogues included in the units and 
thrbugh ;he texts on various topics. 

The material will acquaint the foreigners with the major facts of his- 
toq of Georgia and Georgian culture and with the samples of Georgian 
writings and folklore . . . All the (28) units are supplied with definitions of 
new words and phraseological units. The textbook has a dictionaly 
(containing over 2700 entries). 
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P R E F A C E  

The present textbook is an attempt to provide suitable theo- 
rc~lical a ~ i d  practical material to meet the needs of English- 
spcaking learners of Georgian. It consists of 28 units. The first 
lour uriits cover the Georgian alphabet. They are supplemented 
wllh spccial exercises to help the leamer overcome the difficulty 
of pronoullcing certain Georgian sounds. The fourth unit, how- 
cwr, dwc?lls on harmonious complexes of the A - B type. From the 
w r y  I'irsl. unit texts and dialogues are given, which increase its 
c ~ c  I I I I  1)lc.x i l y as the book progresses. 

While compiling the fexts I was guided by the following 
orirrciplcs: 

1. To activate the material given in the theoretical part; 
2. To help the learner master basic vocabulary and phrase- 

ological units by means of thematic dialogues and texts; 
3. To supply certain information about the main points of 

Cicorgian history and culture; 
4. To familiarize the learner at least with some pieces of 

Georgian literature and folklore. (The textbook abounds in fables, 
proverbs and aphorisms). 

Each unit is followed by vocabulary notes, at the end of the 
book, however, a lexicon (2700 words) is given. 

The English learner may sometimes find some comments self- 
cwidcnt and therefore redundant. This is due to the fact that the 
duthor of the book, apart from teaching Georgian to native 
speakers, has had a long tradition of teaching Georgian to foreign 
sludc~its and she often hears from them how difficult Georgian 
clrdmmar 1s. 

'T'hc textbook is aimed at teaching the learner of Georgian the 
!.I1 ~lc.ll~rc~ of the language and its vocabulary. It enables him or 
11c11 lo work out speech habits and familiarizes the learner with the 
Ilislory, c~rllurc and literature of the country where this language 
is spokc~l. 

11 is up to the reader to decide, whether the book succeeds in 
its aims. 1 would deeply appreciate any comments on this book 
from students, scholars or other interested readers, to help me 
improve future editions. 



I would like to thank Liana Goguadze (Units 1-1 5) ,  Eter 
Chkhotua (Unit 16-20) and Lily Goksadze (Unit 2 1-28) for trans- 
lating the book into English. My thanks are due to the editors 
Shukia Apridonidze and Lily Goksadze for assistance and help. 

My special thanks are due to M a n  Chantuna for valuable 
corrections. 

Leila Geguchadze 

Abl. Ablal.ivia 
Ad j .  Ad Ic.cl lvc 
Aclv A(lvcvl) 
Aclvc*~ I )  A(1vinrbidl 
C I I I I I I I .  ~111in1aIc~ 
, 1 1 1 1 .  ~~ t~ t .oI~ym 
I l a  I .  Da livc 
dial dialectal 
Erg. Ergative 
Gi.1 I .  Genitive 
il~aliirn. inanimate 
I I ~ s l .  Instrumental 
illl. interjection 
l i t .  literally 
1 1 .  Lloun 
Nom. Nominative 
(>d direct Object 
Oi il~dirc?ct Object 
1). pc'rson 
111 plural 
1)uc't. poclic 
I)rol1. pronoun 
I ( (  ) I<c.al Object 

ABBREVIATIONS 

RS Real Subject 
S Subject 
sing. singular 
smb. somebody 
smth. something 
syn. synonym 
v. verb 
Voc. Vocative 

o.a. a3aPaa etc. 
a3mah. 83m8hb903To bbb3T0 
place name 
3.0. 3b3 030 i.e. 

L om. ombh3bomo Adverbial Case kg. k g  8om0 Dative 
8mmbh. 1 mmbhmbomo Ergative 
am3a. am3a,,,aomo Ablative/ 

Instrumental 
6 m .  6bm3b~mbomo Genitive 
bbb. b&3Tmbomo Nominative 
aPh. a3bpah3 cf. 
vmp. vmp3bomo Vocative 



Letters and Sounds of Georgian 

In modern Georgian there are five vowel letters and as many 
vowc~l ~ o u ~ ~ d s .  The sounds are monophtongs, i. e. simple vowels: 
a, 0, 0 ,  m, 3. The consonants c, a, 6, c(, are sonorous sounds. Of 
I h c ~ ~ . c b  a, 6 arc nasal, c is lateral and h is a vibrant. 3, 0, b are 
~plrar~tr; or rricatives. 0 and b are dental sounds and they form a 
pnlr b IF. voiccd, b is voiceless. 3 is a labiodental sound (the up- 
1'1-r Ie~c.1 h 1ot1c.h Ihtb lower lip). 

Practise reading the following:' 

Read and translate the following: 

1 Pronunciation drills of this type are composed of Christian names only. 





The first sound of each triple (a, p, &) is voiced, the second 
and the third sounds are voiceless. Of these 3, 6,. J are abrup- 
lives. TJiey are pronounced without breathing out, wth the supply 
of air left in the mouth cavity. cg, m, 3 are aspirated consonants. 

In Georgian there is a binary system of consonants as well. 
We already know one such pair - the dental sounds: 0 - b. The 
alveolar consonants a - 3 also form a pair. 3 is voiced and a is 
voiceless. 

Practise reading the following: 

mom. 

@-la, 3 3 6 0 .  
or: maaa8, mas, man,  m3m6a, m3pmI mo6a, mo63mo6, amah, m3a3h, ma- 

oa3ha8, 3073h, mcnoh, 63mo0, pa3om, aLaam. - 

beba grandfather 
J o h n  mouth 
b3hn bread 

Labm6o soap 

3 a 3 3  porridge 
3 0 h o  film, tape 
33470 refers to the female of 

cattle and some other ani- 
mals: cow, deer, etc. 

L m ~ ~ 6 0  nappies 

,,.nl,Gt ski11 
(1oor 

, ~ , h ; . ,  hctarLh, centre 
, ~ : $ , ( o o  ta i l  
,rc;~lv",) w o o d e i ~  vessel for drin- 

ki11r1 willc! that gurgles as 
yo11 c l r i ~ ~ k  

,, .,l.,i.,., 11rc.11, vault, dome of 
IIIS,IV~.II, lirfnament 

, I ,  . I , ~ . . ~ ~ . ~  cjr~~sslloppcr 
i . , \ .  ,I8( I I I I i ~ a c k l ~ ,  cackli~lg; (said 

Ill II(>I~s) 

3m60 background 
33,360 fact 

momo finger, toe 
mn3a hay 
maho oriental musical stringed 

instrument 
m a h m  shelf 
moka clay 
my370 inhabitant of Tusheti - 

a mountainous region in 
East Georgia 

6omo cotton (print), chintz 

3a60 ore 
j o h n  wind 
33ha blonde 
3 3 ~ 0  cap 
3 r r a  pass mark, point 

3aaaho belt 

3acna she is a woman 
333360 continuous loud disa- 

greeable talking. to talk in 
this manner 

:33ho husband 
&3n rind, bark, crust, cortex 

o tctter 
r? o slipper j3% 

doha hire. rent, pay 



Text 

,I, aooa. 33m33360 anbo pap33, p330W0 - anbo a d 3 ,  6 0 6 ~  - 
pop p a  ( 3803)~ aomhao jo - 3333 (8aa33). B mob 3oeo3, 6o6mb p a  omhaob ( a 3 ~ e ~ ( a 3 0 C ~ .  \ nab pao. aoo p o  no, a 03 - 3363ho. 3,9m333 
&nab pDe-aaaar (73m33360 pa p r p m n  anal, 
36). 
- pap3 (an6 ohob? ( p 3 p  ao6aa9) 
- 3h3, pap3 1 0 6  a h  ahob  ( p a p 3  (a06 3h33), 36033hbo63~(an~.  
- m&oyob(ana? 
- a3a3 m80Cob(an ahob,  01) 06aCob(an3, ym6pm6ob oh303(ao 
a3aamab. 
- 838na Lap ahob?  ( b a p a ~ ? )  
- ba800 33 3hoL (3333). 
- 3333 3303~ 

- jo, 3333 3360. 
- 31, J a y n  3n6 ahob?  (306rr?) - 3 a y o  mb3yn3. 330ao. 
- gL h a  rho$ 
- ab 83boab ~ O ~ L ~ W .  
- 03 06 pa3b? 
- "3 !%oh p 3b. 
jrho jhob.  $aC3 mm3yo am33 mm3yo mamhor. oomoo, ob jn - 
b3hmo.  (am, h.3bmr33T0 rhoL pop0 j rhm33yo ki60. 

R e m e m b e r :  

aha pap33 3 6 ~ b 3  The na t i on  is the mother of language. 
opoaoa60 op380060b aaT,am3 One m a n  is another m a n ' s  r e m e d y  
(literally: o in tmen t ) .  

33d0 son 
&Lo h e r ,  h i s ,  i t s  
p a p a  m o t h e r  
ads, f a the r  
p o p a p a  (b380a) g r a i l dmo the r  
jo 1. a n d ,  bu t ;  2. yes (informal)  

J,J,> ( 8 ~ h p )  g r a n d f a t h e r  
'B3oro oric*'r o w n  o r  s o m e b o d y  else's child of either sex 
'9:loct"oa3~cn q r a l l dch l l d  
R~*ti\rt6a (amam) girl 
p., 1 nlntcbr; 2.  a u d  
~ I I I I ( ~ J O  I~ lg ,  Iargc*. Here :  a g r o w n - u p  
,\,,h~h.> l11llc~, sma l l  
V I O ~  sod* (aam8T380) m o t h e r  and fa the r  (paren ts )  
d ~ t t o h  I t l ~ y  arc8 
'Hnb (a[) t ~ o r n a  
8 d ~ ; j ~ ~ n 7 1 ~ ~  at I l l ~  a r c h i v e s  
3r)o;ltylc~ arc.tllvcs 

1 1 1  111, n l  
;I.;.;a.l~*~bl~ he Is work ing  
Il.>(o? wtirurc?? 
,,;j h c r c  
;I,>pnc~ w o m a n  
il:l'bmb3rn n e i g h b o u r  
:,jOao d o c t o r  
iJ.Brdm o i n t m e n t  (here :  r e m e d y )  
ti,.] paaL he is s t a n d i n g  there 
ti;] L ~ C I ~ C  
;~,,(OO w i n d  
;]4111lr 11 Is blowing;  i t  blows 
lrt ts i ,y(vno SllOW 

I I I : ) O I ( ~ O  whi te  
I I . ~ . ~ I I ~ I I  ~ I o c k ,  watch ,  hour 
I I ~ ; # ~ ~ , . , G ~ I I ,  p lc ture  
, l o ~ ~ ~ l : I : ) v ~ ~ ~  a G e o r g i a n  
~ I l . ~ ~ ] ( ' ) O  1)O~~l 
:jba I n ~ i g u a g c  
3hn  r ~ a l l o l ~  
apaao36o mall ,  h u m a n  being 



UNIT 3 

Letters and Sounds of Georgian 

(Continued) 

So far we have analyzed three trinary groups: b, 9, 3; p ,  m, 
6 and 8, 3, J. NOW we will introduce two more triples. They are: 
pre-alveolar d, 0, g, pronounced with the front part of the tongue 
pressed against the teeth-ridge; the alveolar f ,  R,  3, pronounced 
with the back of the tongue pressed against the back part of the 
hard palate. Note that the first element of trinary groups is a 
voiced sound (d, f ) ,  the second (f, 3) and the third (o, R )  ele- 
ments present a voiceless abruptive and a voiceless aspirated 
sound respectively. 

d,  0, g, f ,  R,  3 are complex sounds, i. e. affricates. They 
consist of two components: a plosive + a fricative. 

On a closer study the componerlt parts of affricates rcvcd e 
strict regularity of structure: an affricate is pronounc~>d by joiilinc 
binary pairs $ - b, g - 3 to trinary sounds p, m, 6 so that e 
voiced affricate has m its structure two voiced sounds (d=e$  
f=pg), a voiceless abruptive affricate has two voiceless abrup 
tives (g= d b ,  3= 63) and a voiceless fricative affricate - twc 
voiceless fricatives (Q= mlr, R = m a ) .  

In an affricate these components are prescnted in a reducec 
form; an affricate is pronounced like a simple plosive, instantane 
ously, as one sound. 

Practise the correct pronunciation of the following: 

d ( ~ ~ 0 6 ) :  dodoo, amp3hdn, doa3,jo, bndo6o. 

( 3 L ) :  63073, V o v m ~ o ,  agf?n6b, f?m33 

0 (<mL): onha,  oooo, ~ o o ~ o ,  g n L i o ,  ooon6m, onom, 0066~ oo6&o 
~ o ,  o o L y h a  

f (<pd): p b o ,  )13aboh, foaa3h, ? 3 a o ~ ,  f33633h,  33~0. 

We Ilnvc* nlrcady deal1 with two groups in a binary system of 
I I I U I I I I I ~  I t1 i1  dcbrllal sounds 0 - b and the alveolar sounds 3 
1 ( ) I I V  tllebrck pair will be introduced: p (voiced) - b (voiceless). 

Q b drcb velar sounds. They are articulated by forming a 
I t  l c  I ~ I I ~ I  nlerrrcj I t i c b  back of the tongue and the soft palate. As we 
hlrow, I l l c *  c*lcbmcbtlls of the trinary group 3 j J are also velar 
s c ~ ~ ~ t ( t s ,  1,111 l l l i n  pIacct of articulation in the case of - b is much 
I I I ~ I I O  1rnc.k ~ I ~ l l l c ~ t l ,  c.  4.: 
q r  ,lI1~,lIIIv.II.l, ill:lllm(vd,, p3moLa30h, opo070, aObopm, mmhS30. 

b~ h .. h:l l a l . . .  h.tul;LlI, h b n d o ,  bnh3%6, b o h n d o 6 ,  b3mnbm, b3ahra831 

ITuljlh,b, ~ ~ : ( ~ ~ . l b , , t ) ,  

A I)l11n1 y syslcm ol' consonants also contains the sounds: y - 
1. 114 e volcc~lcss velar consonant. It is abruptive, like 3, J, 6, f ,  
. i l r ;  nrllcu tation is marked by a stoppage of air coming from the 

!I I I ( IS  is produced with the supply of air contained in the mouth 
I ,n vl l y :I is a pharyngal sound: the root of the tongue is pressed 
ncjnll~sl Ihc back wall of the pharynx. E. g.: 
HI :l.'ildh, yohoJr6. y u j n d r ,  y o g ~ a 6 ,  y3ohy3oh3 a ~ . ~ a ~ o .  

S is a strongly aspirated sound. The alr coming from the 
I I I I I ~ ~ S  doc?s not vibratethe vocal chords. The sound is articulated 
1 1 1  I l ~ c b  larynx. 3 is a laryngal sound. E. g.: 
Jr I . ' ~ O v - n ~ ,  J3hojC3, J36hob, J3ha. 

i'raclise the correct pronunciation of the following: 

v;:,tll14t I ycwr;  2.  waist 03Tn 
\ylcllll r ; l~~~~(v~l~c. 's  child, son or 

0 3 T n  axe 
(In \ I (  J 11 l cbr (archaic) 

o n ~ n  slander 
m o h n  dew 
O m r n  wife 

I Tht- -iug form in pairs of this type is a gerund, not participle I. From now on 
rr~ostly tho inlinitivt. will be given in English, but the gerund will also be implied. 
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o p  what is left after alloying 
metals; cooled magma 

F n  60 book 
6a40Fo part 
aFghn insect 
F3hgb hf squeezedis squeez- 

ing 

o h n  plague, misfortune 
;, well (n.) 

33470 large pitcher fixed in the 
ground to hold wine 

3a&baC'o beet 
3aF3 grove 
303 worm 

30303 man's nickname 
3 6 6 3 3 6 0  kind of plum 

ceiling 
33TO colic 
3 3 3 0  man's name 

0 3 h o  thumb 
WON wearing out 
0 3 h M 6 0  light-minded 
gOp5 the length of a thumb 

t:iz;rFII"e (archaic) 
803666  plant 
03hr$ he swimdis swimming4 

fi 

Roho dried fruit 
Rao tea 
R3ao quiet, silent 

Rahbo machine-tool 
Racp straw, hay 
Ros very thin and small (sail 

mostly of men) 
RoRos child's word for ,,meat" 
Ra6R3ha slob 
R3hm shade 
R3aho duster, rag 
&ah3;),, man's name 

da,ja60 to cackle yayb6o to make a hubbub 
j o 3 0 ~ o  loud shrill cry (said yO3oFO to crow (said of a cock) 

mostly of people) 
~ 3 3 b  back of the head; occiput y33b  to bark 
j33h0 small home-made loaf of 9 3 x 0  cheese 

bread 

The tense of the Georgian verb here is ~ F ; a ~ m  (Present), which corresponds t 
both Simple Present and Present Continuous in English. (The meaning of the tern 
forms is context-dependent). So, from now on, if one of these tense-forms is usec 
the other might also be implied. 

, ~ . I I I ,  ttkl~l b6a corn-field 
,L,.."II ~ ~ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 * 1  0 1  lir dltd pillc'- ay3ah0 frog (archaic) 

111-1- 1 1 ( ~ t 1  1 1 1  rc-sill a l ~ d  
1114l+fl lib I I I~I I ISII  light 

, ~ 1 , , ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1  fo111~~111~1, lrflc(> Y3b30T0 flower 

? , t , u A l o t  I t ~ I I I  r~ I ~ I W I I  111  East 
( I t r c  tlcjln, .' :;rlitill tllourl- 
lalrl, I l l l l (~ i ,k  

!.,(,.halt R I I I  IIrlIIIt' 
?,t-a;lg~ t ;01ti1, ~)lncx. I IOI I I (~  

,:;l~:"t I nrtl wnlllllcl for you 
!,8~ul~,,:Id~,, c,l(.vc*l., l~c~asolldble, in- 

I(~IIiclc*~lt 
8 1 , : s 1 ; t , , 5 ~ - 1 f ~ ~  I ( ,  b~lzz;  buzzil~g (said of 

#Ill cv~qil~t., j c t - ~ l a l ~ e ,  etc.) 
, t ,r~4;t,; ,ol l~,;~l~ 1 1  I ~ I U I I C ~ C ? ~ ~ ;  iL rolls 
,+,,.,I3- ! . I ,CI~( , ,  111usic:aI Ltvn~ 

, l A l t t  : ; f ( ~ ~ ) ( ~ l ~ i l d  
4 1, 

' . '  . ' I : ,  1 1 1 i ~ 1 1 1  

8 ' 4  , , # A , , ,  fill f(qll 

G,:~I,-~:, F . I I I ~ I  1 1  I ivc'l. 

p m h o  pig, swine 

p3aho torrent 
p080 hominy 
p3F3 small river 
pm60aho strong 

p h p 6 o L  it gnaws 
pa83  night 
p 3 h o  stem, stalk . 

turkish dagger 
y ~ 3 b h o  lath 
y a p  throat, neck 
y ~ h - o  alphabetic name of the 

letter y 
y3ahy3ah3 man's name 
203 windpipe 
ymh3 stone fence 
yo3yo3o noise made by an eagle, 

crane, duck, etc.; to make 
this kind of noise 





12 - mmha360 < a m - ~ ~ h - a ~ 6 0  - ten and two moreltwelve 
13 - 0aa360 < am-O~a-aflo - ten and three morelthirteen 

J 
0 

14 - mmmbaflo < am-mmb-afl~ - ten and four mordfourteen 
15 - "b3ma36o < am-b3"-aflo - ten and five morelfifteen 
16 - m333b8360 < 307-333b-a36~ - ten and six morelsixteen 
17 - h30pa360 < am-'a3oP-a36o - ten and seven morelseventeen 

-1 
h 

18 - m3h3a360 < am-h3a-a360 - ten and eight moreleighteen 
19 - 0 b h a a 3 6 ~  < 3 ~ n - ~ b h a - a f l o  - ten and nine morelnineteen 
20 - moo twenty 

Learn the fol~owing:~ 

a30Co - aha 2 One son - no son, 
m h ~  a30co - omma "aTo, TWO sons - half a son, 
baao a30co - Bahmca 3oCo. Three sons - a real son. 

UNIT 4 

Specific Consonant-clusters 

We already know all the 33 letters and sounds of which fir 
are vowels and 28 are consonants. Each letter has its own nam 
Here they are listed alphabetically: 

436)  a ( a - 4  e ( ~ m 6 )  a($) 3 ( 3 4  %(%16) 40 
j(da6) q(Cab) a(aa6) 6(6ah) m(m6) A(3ah) &a6) &(ha3) b(ba 

This is a proverb encouraging families to have many children. 

2 0 

6 ( 6 a h )  j ( 3 6 )  ce(33h) d(da6) s(P~) Y ( Y " ~ )  q(ao6) fi(ho6) 0(0a6) 
d(doC?) Fi( 3(3ah) k(ba6) d(P6) 3(3a3). 

The Georgian word for alphabet is a6ba6o. The word derives 
Irom the names of the first two-letters a6-ba6-o. 6 

It might be said that Georgian is an ideal language in the 
:.c.tlse that there is a one-to-one correspondence between its 
 ourid ids and letters: we write (basically) the way we read. And yet, 
Illc? Georgian language presents certain difficulties to a foreign 
Ictarner with its specific consonants and sound clusters. 

Let us discuss the A and B systems of consonant complexes 
Illat comprise specific sound combinations. They are called the 
r.ystems of harmonious complexes because the components of 
ll~cse complexes are either both voiced, both abruptive, or both 
voiceless fricatives. On a closer study of these systems it will eas- 
I l y be noticed that in both systems for the first element we have 
l t~c .  trinary consonants discussed in Unit 3 (b 9 3; p m 6; d 0 Fj; y h 
,?); for the second element the A system takes the triples a 3 J and 
lllc B system takes the pair p b to which y is added to make it a 
I I-i  ple. Here are these systems: 

Practise the correct pronunciation of the words containing har- 
monious complexes: 

A System 

h8: ,bad bag made of cloth, baahi, sound 
#IJ: 3d3 mould of wine, a3jo membrane, film, 3d3h3ba to sprinkle. 

TO memorize the order of the letters, Acad. A.Shanidze offers a "rhyme" in 
br 111ab o recurs to make the pronunciation easy: 

33800, ojoC ao6m 
3 3 p  h o b 6 0  3331)  PoYoa 

Roue do!+ Qobo p.30 
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The second subjective per7fn (S2) has the prefix 6- in the si 
gular and b - o, in the plural, but in the past and future it h 
no person marker (0); the plural is indicated by the suffix - m. 

The markers of the third subjective person (S,) are the sl 
fixes: -b (in the present), -5 (in the future), -m (in the past). T 
plural markers are the suffixes: -56, -6a6. In other verbs we rn, 
come across other suffixes: 3 6 ,  -6, -+. Examples: 

01, blj?03ymb-b He learns 
806 oh 03ym-b I Let him learn. 
ao6 01, a3y-0 He (has) learned 
01,060 bvo3Cmb-36 They learn 

Let them learn 
They (have) learned 

Learn the chart of subjective person inflections: 

Singular Plural 

Pattern of subjective conjugation: 

I learn the Georgian language 
. . . 

3ohm3y 3601, 

I was learning ... 

drhmae 36rb 

lo  There is one more form where Sn= b occurs: am-b-3aC, a ~ ~ - b - ~ ~ ~ m  You 
come; am-b-wp-o, am-b-33po-~ You have come. 

I shall learn ... 

Johm.;)y ,960b 

I (have) learned ... 

Johm3yo 360 

Dialogues: 

,: tl,tA,fmbool! Good afternoon (morning, evening)! 
:, ~~l,,h+mm (in reply) Good afternoon (morning, evening) 
' .. t ,~, lvLh bhdo6p)3bool? How are you? 
I 818,1, ,~(~,  a a o p c ~ b ~  very well, thank you 
I I , , , ,  t l lc~ob Good-bye. 

Learn the following: 

I.:,! I:.ob., bo60mr33, l;lbF;03C3Cmbo - bnb63C3 Learning is light, illil 
8 I . I (  v IS darkness. 
I.....,, I h ; I ~ p ~  Loj p o r n o  Shame is death. 
, 1 , 1 * . ~ . 3 y o  hh joo Love is b h d .  

,:,,:TI,, learning 
. . . I , . , , J I ~ ~ ~  Light 
, ,\;. n;lcn3pmbo illiteracy, ignorance 



b 0 b 6 3 ~ 3  darkness 
bohUk3oT0 Shame 
~ O ~ @ O ~ O  death phYh~p love 

a blind 

UNIT 5 Afi we see, the first objective person (0,) has the prefix a. in 
lit* ~l!~gular and the prefix a8- in the plural. 

' h e  second objective Person (02) has the prefix in the sin- 
Subjective and Objective Person Markers rllnr and the confix a - rn in the plural. 

in the Georgian Verb '''he third objective Person (0,) has the prefix 3- or 0 in the 
Ill(llllar and the confix 3 - or or the suffix -rn the plural. We know already that in a Georgia verb subjecti bjec--ve person may have the k: b6j03-r - are represented by prefixes (S1 3-, Sz k-), by suffixes (S3 -a, - 

casionally the verb may have no plural marker in 
636, -36, -3b) or by confixes (St 3 - m; S2 b - That person. Compare: 
meaning of the verb is clear without the use of any nouns Or 

nouns, e. g.: 3-br6g I draw; 3 - b r b r ~ - m  We draw; b & 3 - ' ~  He I gab b-gjo3-a It hurts him 
draws; ksga3-36 They draw, etc. But apart from subjec aam b -g jo -a -m It hurts them 
a Georgian verb is capable of expressing objective 
well, e. g. a-baga3 You draw me, a-baba3 I draw aab b-Fi h - b  She writes to him 
draws us. n u s ,  the conjugation of the Georgian 
reflect subjective as well as objective Person variations. 

arm b-'&h-b She writes to fiem 

The change caused by objective Persons is Obs ss these cluestins in detail a later (see verbs as aad3b, aya3b (I have): s learn other tense forms of the verbs express- 

a3 a-ya3-I, I 
-3a3-b You have f 1  g - 3 ~ ~ -  b He I 

(bDTo3ho) She has hi You 

It 

We R336 33-333-1, You have You 
~ 3 ~ 3 6  - 333-m 

They aam P- Ya3-m 

I a3 a-a33-~ 
You have You 

a36 a-43-I) 

" the third objective person the Dative (not Nominative!) case forms are 
used: a& (cf. Nom. ~ b )  and a m  (cf. Nom. obo6o). 
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:ommon nouns ~300,  a3ma3ho, 80poam (ointment), 8mLCj33p3 
(pupil) ... 

:ollective nouns: bapko (people), 3ho, ah800 (army), ~ ~ o h o  (flock) ... 
lames of material: p o y o  (ruby), m3hm (gold), V y a p o  (water), ~ 3 0 -  

6m (wine), oyaabo  (diamond), etc. 
The noun changes according to case-forms (i. e. it is de- 

:lined). In Georgian there are seven cases. Here are these cases 
Nith their Latin and English equivalents: 

~ a k ~ ~ ~ b o c n o  - Nominativus - Nominative 
3mmbhmbmo - Ergativus - Ergative 
3oo,g80mo - Dativus - Dative 
6am L o ~ b o m o  - Genetivus - Genitive 
amdgap homo - Ablativus a - Ablative, Instrumental 
0m3h~ omo - Adverbialis - Adverbial 

[mC3bomo - Vocativus - Vocative 

Each case has its own typical inflection; all case-inflectio 
are suffixes. The part of the noun to which an inflection is ad 
is called a stem. There are vowel-stem nouns and consonant- 
nouns. Consonant,stem nouns have the following case inflec 
(they are separated from the noun-stem with a hyphen): 

Nominative jao-o man y m a - o  lion mboyob-o  Tbilis 
Ergative yo-& ,,a-a3 aboSroL-83 

Dative d 3 ~ - ~ ( 3 )  yma-b(a) mboToL-L(a) 
Genitive da~-oL(a) L )  mboyoh-oL(o) 
Instrumental joU-om(o) y o )  m8oC~b-om(;r 
Adverbial J~U-"P(~) - ( a )  mboSroh-aQ(o 
Vocative daO-m yma-m d 3 0 ~ ~ L - m  

The vowel (a) inserted in brackets is not a case inflection, it i 
an emphatic vowel, signalling an extended form. 

The plural of nouns is formed by inserting the inflection -3 
between the stem and the case inflection (this is the ,,-3b plural"). 

Nominative joo-gb-o (men) rma-3b-~  (lions) 
Ergative ja0-3b-a3 Tma-3b-a3 
Dative j,o-oa-L(4 Tma-3a-~(3) 
Genitive j0~-~b-0b(3) TFla-3b-~L(a) 
Instrumental jou-3b-oa,(3) ym3-3b-om(a) 
Adverbial jou-3b-3p(a) yma-3b-3p(3) 
Vocative jao-3b-m c~a-3b-m 

1 The Georgian noun has another set of plural inflections (the 
,b,,b,-ma6 plural"). It has an archaic flavour and is formed by add- 

IlrU the suffixes -6 (in Nominative and Vocative) and -m(o) (in Er- 
uwllve, Dative and Genitive) to the stem. 

Na mlna tive JOU-6-0 (men) yma-6-0 (lions) 
PrqaUve 
I)allve 
I A U I  1 i live , 
I~tklrumental - 
At l vcrbial 
Vtrcative je -6-c? Cma-6-m 

The ,,6oh-mrf pluralu is characterized by the following fea- 
IIll(~s: 

1. In two case-forms - Nominative and Vocative - the prin- 
t lplr! of plural formation is identical with the plural": stem + 
I I I I I ~ ~  ber inflection + case inflection; 

2. Three cases - Ergative, Dative and Genitive - take the 
u ~ ~ l l l x  -m(a), which has two functions: it expresses plurality and 
111srks case relations (the case is identified through the context); 

3. The ,,6ah-a,& plural" is not used in Instrumental and Ad- 
vtjrbial cases. 

Below will be given examples of the use of these case-forms 
I I I  ~cntences: 

t 41 minative 803-0 y33LL 08bmbL The boy is redtinglrecites 
(literally: says) a poem. 

I,t(~~rtive bo3-83 y3$o m&o The boy (has) recited a 
poem 

I ,I-I l i ve The boy is called Gia 
1 ,t$~~itive ahoL The boy's house is here 
IIII .I  rum. Mother is proud of the 

A( lvcrbial 
boy a. -3p m363 He wants to be a boy 

VI wative bo$-m, itvo 3]6Q3 Boy, come here! 

We would like to dwell on the verbs d b m b L  says (a330 said) 
.I 1 1 ~ 1  3 03 (is called) used in the above sentences. 3300 is a verb with objective person conjugation (its forms 
u n ~  y according to objective person markers). It is conjugated in 
I I I I .  l ollowing way: 





uerssna ue 
o-clCc3 

mpaw ue 
o-qcewq 

uepolsa ue 
o-3CgwQqC 

uepenqg e 
0-3EQo;3 

uewlu~ e 
o-;3CoCQe;3 

u~-m e 
0-;3CgocyM=, 

ye~ols e 'rpaz3 e 
0-VcCw;3q 

(o-qC9 
UPUP~UIIH e 

0-;3CyQgC 
uepmna e 

o-;3CgoeCy 

aIod e 
0-acgwawf 

XmZ e 
o-FyCm 

ueplad e 
~-;~C~YQM 

nPW e 
0-;3Cw&go 
ueezo)~ e 
0-;3CCywF 

asaw3 I2 
0-;3cgo9 

asaueder e 
0-;3Cgwpco 

plepeds e 

U~Y(~II ue 
o-;3Co;3cQo 

llalus 
~njlamod-11e Capeecd: pe 

aAo[ s'plq3 pue s,laqour o-aCycCCoq o-yC;3oCec&C& 
aAgeIal as013 o-CeqCmc waqc 

raqejdals o-a~kc~o ee 

p1rrpdap 
I laqowdals o-acMqgoa 

(ajw sIa13un) lme c;3w o-~cQ og 

(~1x3 s,a13un) upno:, o-;3oCecpog 

a13un (Q~POB) eP0e 
m~sp s'laqej jo p~~rp e upno3 o-13oCtebo ce 
~~sys s,laqouI jo plq3 e e o-;3oC~c&o & 

lalsrs s,laqej June c& qoece > caoe~e 

lalsp s,laqow c& qo&C& , c&oC& 

(PUW 
nq .-.s61alq6nep 's,zalsys) 

(laqej s,ajw) 
(laqom sAaW m.1-uy-raqoru 

me1-uy-ralqfjnep/-lalsp -..o;3w0 qoaoCe 
(la~srs s,pueqsnq) ~e1-q-lalsp 

(laqolq s,pueqsnq) me1-q-la~olq cep 
(raqej s,pueqsnd me1-uy-raqq e e 

(~aqoru s'poeqsnq) mel-q-raqom eas 



bab3hd63m-n b3hd36-o 
Greece a Greek 
6mh33aoa 
Norway 

6m~33803$-0 
a Norwecnan - 

Sweden 
g o  b3m-n 
Finland 

9 n 6 3 ~ - n  
a Finn 

Greek 

UNIT 7 

The Noun: The Declension of Consonant-stem Nouns 
(Continued) 

This unit deals with the nouns charac 
(weakening or loss of stem vowels). They a 
reduced stems. 

all the case-forms of the plural. 
When reduced, the vowels 3 and 3 disappear altogether: 

- a :  hdaT-o daughter-/sister-in-law 

38 

r l  t,.\llaa06-o lilac 00bd6-ob 
oob,a6-om 
oabsa6-ap 
oobaa6-3b-o 

ah thah-o arrow, hand of a clock obh-ob 
obh-om 
nbh-ap 
~bh-~b-o 

p)cl 1 1 " 6 m ~ ~ - o  candle 

I IIC* vowel m weakens in reduction and turns into -3. The 
FIII\III{I 3 disappears altogether if the complex is preceded by a 
hllelllnl sound (b, 3, g, 8, m, 3): 

~b a3Fm6-~ yogurt 

11111 

h3m6-o soap bs36-ob 
b d 6 - o m  
bd6-op 
l~a36-~b-a 
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8osmh33e-a he was dragging 
n p-o he sat tailo on one's way; 
$ohg another, the other 
a 3 8 ~ k 3 p - 3  he met 
Loops6 where ... from 
83am83h-o friend 

asked himlherlthem 
earth, ground 

3-b6s3po-m we were ploughing; 
a80yop proudly; 

33L3b-o he answered 
2 3 0  horn 

UNIT 8 

way, road 

k 63 to plough 
3 8 33-0 proud 

The Declension of Vowel-stem Nouns 

bamgaScs3doa6 babayora &h36aba 

If the stem of a common noun ends in o or 3, in Genitive a 
Ablative these vowels are clipped: p a p a  - e3e-ol,, pap-om; 
(tree) - b-oh, b-om. Note that the case-inflections of vowel-ste 
clipped nouns are slightly different from those discussed in 
previous unit. This is the second type of declension. Examples: 
l,sb3T"aomo e3e3 
8mmbhmaomo 

b3 
~ 3 ~ 0 - a  b3-a ao03aomo e3eb-b(o) 

6am Lamborno 
b3-b[4 

P~P-o~(&)  b-oL a) 
am3!3e3aomo e 3 e - ~ m ( ~ )  b - ~ m ( a  
pmahobnmo P ~ P ~ - P ( ~  b3-@(3 
pme3aomo e3e-' b3-m 

1 
( ~ 3 ~ 0 - 3 )  

As we see, the Nominative has no inflection. Certain chang 
are introduced in the Ergative (-a instead of -83) and Adverbial ( 

44 

Instead of -ae); the Vocative may take with -m, mostly in 
polysyllabic nouns): 8my3ah3-3, 83T03-3, 

In the ,,3b-plural" o is clipped, but 3 is retained: 

Note that under the influence of the suffix joined to the 
clem the latter turns into a consonant-stem noun (e3e-3a-, b83a-) 
rind is declined according to the consonant-stem declension 
tnodel. 

In the ,,6ah-ma6 plural" no clipping of vowels occurs (because 
1111ly a vowel or a suffix beginning in a vowel can undergo a re- 
duction and a clipping of the stem): 
11hb. e3e3-6-o b3-6-0 
iIr.,cnkh. @3P3-m's b3-m" 
lIl~u. @3@3-m3 b3-ma 
I0,,m. @3@3-m3 b3-ma 

II!.,~. 
I 

$,I:;. e3e3-6-m k3-6-m 

Text 

v3To~aeao mmbo ehmo: ao803b3Tol Bo3b3ro, a3ameama~ 
h.9;lcnsho. ao80~b3Col,  m33380a: 83660,  33horo p b  aaol,o. B t m ~ k ~ ~ o l , o  

03601,0, 0 ~ ~ 0 ~ 0  aa3ob6m. a ameamaoLo - ~ ~ 3 6 ~ a a ~ h ~ ~  ma- 
p~ 6m3aa3ho, bmCm 838mho 3 - e333ab3hol 0 o 6 ~ 3 h o  p 3  0 3  3 h -  

I 3y,nn. 

1 8 
a3833b'3C83 ~ 8 0 ~ 3 ,  833b3ra0 a3ameama383 a h 0 ~ 3 ,  

ll,,lcn3hao 0033. v3cov3 a. mmha360 0336, m33ao - mupaamo 36 m0e3m3hma3- 
(m3 5 3h33Cao - m0p3h3a 36 ~ 1 0 ~ 0 $ h a )  p a  p33b P ~ $ O C ~  

"""" .$3 
j30hoao a ep33: mha3a3mo, b3aa3aamo, mmb baamo, 

~ , ~ ~ t ' B r  rmo, 3rhol,j330, t d r m o  p a  j3ohr .  
5 



Pay particular attention to the endings of the words denotin 
time: 

- hmpob Raambgar maoCobao? 
- aa0a3b3T%a (a3a~Qam8a%a) 06 0a3b3T3~ (0aamah30). 
- h m  ol, oya3o cn a 6 h 3 0 ?  

$ 4 - mh aaamb (baa 3;aamb, mmbaaa3mt, k3=lcn%aa~lr, 3Gh3bmlr, ahaam 

- hmpobaa 3360 pabap3aob p p g ?  
- 0a6~ahYa  (cn3a3h3aC30, aah030, a3hoT3a, asob30, 0360b3n, 
,0b30, aa30b6m30, b3303aa3h3a, m3~maa3h30, 6maaa3haa, 
b3h3o). 

When stating the exact date, we use the stem-form of 
numeral and the Dative case of the name of the month: h m  
(when?) - mh oa63ahb, baa m3a3h3arb, h33 aah6b, gbha  a3h 
m3haa36 0360bb, mu e3d38b3hb... 

The foregoing text introduces some new numerals. Let us 
arnine these numerals more closely: mOpammkO (20 and four 
@ah34 (20 and eight), mgqsubh;, (20 and 9), mgpaacno (20 
m0pacn3hm83~o (20 and 11). As we see, the key word is 
of the numeral 20, to which the conjunction p a  (and) an 
als from 1 to 19 are added. This is the basic principle of num 

formation in Georgian. Now we can easily form all the numerals 
I I ~ I  to 100 if we remember the key words: 4 0  - mh8muo (2x20), 6 0  

Laamgo (3x20), 8 0  - mcnbamgo (4x20), 100 - abo. 

Below we give a list of numerals: 

11 - mgpa3hcno (20 and 1) ... 
{'J - m pagbhaa3 

4 0  - m X (2x Po O), (20 and 9, 

4 1 - ~ham0pa3hmo (2x20 and 1) ... 
'tJ - mhamgeagbhaa36o (2x20 and 19) 
- Laamgo ( 3 ~ 2 0 ) ~  

h 1 - baamOpa3hcno (3x20 and 1) ... 
I'J - baamgpgbhoa o ( x 2 0  and 19) 
uu - mmbawo (dx28fl 

3 
I \  1 - mcnb8mgpa3hcno (4x20 and 1) ... 
V' l  - mcnk8c.lg agbhad360 (4x20 and 19) 
lo() - abo, 20% - mhJo ,  300  - baa6 ln... 9 0 0  - ubhaab,  1000 - 
.uI,>~o, 2000 - mho amabo, etc. 

Note that the first element in the numerals denoting hun- 
tlrc~ds has the form of a stem as these are compound words (mh- 
*IIII, baa-abo, gkha-abo...), but those denoting thousands - the 
bJ( ~lnina tive case-form as the components are written separately 
(I~IAO acnabo, La80 acnabo ... gbha amabo, acno amabo ...) 

Now read the following Georgian folk rhyme and try to learn 
I I 

v,,~rv~~bm33clo abp:  The drift of life is such: 
(u..;)') p 3lr 3m363~0a, Night is followed by day, 

a6xmaab p a  30330a, The damage done by animosity 
I I I I ; ~ ~ & ~ & I  3a36$na. Is restored by love. 

\Y~Iv.nt l~~pao in a year; TO I'Q-0 year 
*Xs,t7)byT-o spring; v~ a a 3  ! 3 r 0 3  in spring 1 sll,h;~r-~ summer; $3 b 3 ~ a o  in summer 

d , , ~  -I(D mas autumn; P a3f!!pamaa%3 in autumn 
\ a t ~ , 8 D , ,  -O winter; B a a ~ a h a o  in winter 
t ~ t 4 a : ~  clay 
.aJ I , ,  ~r~onth 



~ 6 ~ a h - 0  January 
n3b3h3aC-0 February 
36476-0 March 
,3ho~-o April 
h-kb0 May 
n360b-0 June 
~ ~ ~ o b - o  July 
aa30b cr August 
bybJ$3h-~ September 
m 6m8b3h-0 October 
6m3ab3h-0 November 
p3338b3h-0 December 

mboca it is warm; 
ub3Ca it is hot; 
ahoS1a it is cool; 
u033 it is cold; 
paabCm3bom about, approximately; 

j30h3 1. week; 2. Sunday 
mhaa8am-o Monday 
b,aaabam-~ Tuesday 
m ~ b a a b a m - o  Wednesday 
b3maab3m-0 Thursday 
3ahabjs-0 Friday ' 
abbam-o Saturday 

pp3paa3 24 hours, day and night 
c?S3 day 
pad3 night 

morning; 
noon, midday; 

83  06 yesterday 
a06606 the day before yesterday; 

06 before 
b3aT tomorrow 
'kaa the day after tomorrow 

m80T-o warm 
gb3F-0 hot 
a h o ~ - o  COO] 

003-0 cold 
paabTm383 to approxim 
to come close, bec 
friendly 

o r o m  in the morning 
$ 3 ~  mid; %3app0LUb at 
bapaamb in the evening 

ll.t'b3a in three days i..~yb? when? 
!,,,,A 3 6 ~ 0  you (have) returned 
' JnB6  at home 
,~~.~dap3bnL pp3 birthday; pabap3ba birth 

8 1 ,  l)r 

Now, as usual, let us learn the conjugation of some specific 
v ~ s r t ) ~ :  

I 3-pa3-3ah I stand 3-Bo-3-ah I sit 
11:111 pp-b-ah 'bo-b-ah 

1111 ~83-L! Bo-L! 
I 3-pa*-3-ah-m 3-b b3p3-3  h-m 
6 pas-b-oh-m bb3p-b-ah-m 
I n  paa6-a6 bb3p-36 

I stood 

I shall 3-otp3bo 
stand ofp3b0 

o ~ 3 6 - a  i 3-0 bp3bo-m 
olrbp~bo-m 
oL!bP3bo-a6 

1 sat I lay 

1 shall 
lie 

I$cnlow is given the poem ,,3aho 3hob" (,,The Wind Blows") by 
1 IVI l , ~  klion Tabidze, the outstanding Georgian poet (1 892- 1959). 
P-v t.pccial attention to the subjective and objective person mark- 
CI  h , I I  ld to the plural of nouns: 



!ah-o wind 
j ho -L  it blows 
~ ~ m m ~ - ~ b - o  leaves; % m m m ~ - o  leaf 
Iodho-a6 (they) fly away, blow away 
!ahpadah following the wind 
13 tree 
Goa-. line, row 
?ah-o army; here: host (of trees) 
GjaT-o bow 
sho-L it bends 
3mbha to arch, bend 
,aP(a)? where? 
Gm m h ?  how? 
j30 I -L it rains, it is raining; v308a rain 
nm3-l, it snows, it is snowing; m m 3 ~ 0  snow 
j3h &-3m33& I can't find you; 3m36a to find 
j3haLphml, never 
5ag ha image 
?a- I -eg3-L ma6 pursues, haunts me 
j m 3 , g ~  e h m L ,  ym33"33em301, every hour, always 
~ n 3 3 ~ a . 6 ,  333~3.6 everywhere 

mh-o  far 
33 the sky 
6ohCoa6-o misty; 6oLC-o mist 
~ ~ o d h - ~ a - o  thoughts; u ~ o j h - o  thought 
$0-L it drizzles, it is drizzling 
3a0ha to drizzle 

The Declension of Vowel-stem Nouns (Continued). 
Proper Nouns 

I I  was mentioned above (see Unit 8) that nouns ending in the 
t ,~~wc,ls a and 3 undergo clipping. In addition. their case inflectioris 
L I I ~ ,  partly changed. As for other common nouns ending in the 
\ ~ ~ w c x l s  m, 3, 0, they are never clipped. The final vowel is retained 
III ,I I I cases, but the case inflections are changed here too (this is 
1 1 1 1 %  {rd type of declension). 

I%clow is Fven the declension of the nouns: yayaRm poppy. b g  
~ l ~ c l  hao tea: 

1 .  .kl:It:I~m80mo yayaRm a 3  Rao 
ll.,c(,maomo yayaRm-a ag-a La04 

. I ,  ,;,;Jomo yayahm-L ay -L  kao-L 
tq . t 8 , 1 [ ~ ~ m b ~ m ~  yayakm-L(o) &a-L(o) Lao-L(a) 

,,1h;lco380070 yayaLm-mo ay-mo Rao-m(a) 
i t # ,  alr1380mo yayaLm-e ~?I-P Lao-p 
1 ,  bl,q~;l~omo yayaRm-3 ay-m (-3) [Rao-31 

As  we see, the case inflections of the Genitive -L(o) instead of 
..I8(.,) and Ablative -mo instead of -om(a) differ from those of the 
' 01  1 l y pe of declension. In the 3rd type of declension the Dative 

;\IIII Genitive have identical forms. These cases are identified 
I 111  I 11 ~ ( j h  the context, within the syntagm. For instance, yayaRm-L ba- 
, I ,  ; I l  (cC. oa-L ba6a3L) is Dative, ybyahm-L 0 ~ ~ 6 0  (cf, o-oh 0 ~ ~ 6 0 )  is 
' 4~'lllIIVC. 

Nouns ending in m and 3 (there are only a few common 
IIIIIIIII, ending in o and they are all loanwords) retain the vowels 
111  1 1 1 1 .  ,,-3b plural" as well: 
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3 - 3 3 - 3 d ~ 3 b - ~  
3-3- 3dC3a-r-m 

I $  3dT3a-r-m 

The verb a3aodCoo often combines with another verb to fo 
he so-called bi-verbal construction. Let us make references 
he text: a3aodTor er30'$?Jm 1 can begin; a3andCor poaobb3Tmm 
:an name. 

Remember the following word-combinations: 

come in? 
go out? 
go? 
stand (get) up? 
sit down? 
go to bed? 

a3~dp3a3 May I take it? ask you for something? 
tell you smth.? 
ask you (a question)? 
read? 
drawlpaint you? 
phone you? 
write to you? 

The Postposition. The Cases with Postposition 

m r 6 ~ g b ~ ~ 0 .  m a 6 4 0 b 3 e ~ a 6 ~  b h 3 6 s $ ~  

The postposition is a structure-word or a particle attache 
a certain case-form of a noun or noun-equivalent that establi 
various relations - those of place, direction, etc. - among 
jects, e. g.: on the ground, ao'$'rao in the ground, anso 
to the ground ... 

l 3  It should be noted that Georgian postposit~on is equivalent to I! 
preposition. 
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UNIT 10 

The postposition is necessarily restricted to certain case forms 
111 Georgian. Thus, the postposition -ma6 requires the Dative case 
(h3-L-ma6 at the tree); -cn3oL - the Genitive case (a3~y-nL(~)-m30L 
lor one's child), -3hm - the InstrumentaUAblative (Omr-om-ghm 
I t  ~clether with one's wife), etc. 

The adding of a postposition may cause a complete or partial 
Itas of case-endings or certain phonetic changes in the latter. Be- 
l r ~ w  we will deal in detail with the cases governed by postposi- 
I I ~ ~ I I s .  

The Nominative case (of consonant-stem nouns only!) can 
1116 used with the postposition -30m; it indicates similarity, likeness: 
h.b:1733-~-a~m Like a child, 3rr-o-gom like a woman. j r ~ o  b r 6 m x - n -  
po l  Lb3rL 3 6 e a  36am3~pahm A man ought to light another 
111an's way like a candle. 

Vowel-stem names take the postposition -30m in the Dative; 
III(~ emphatic r is obligatory: b3-br-aam like a tree, F;yrhm-bo-gam 
Irkr a spring. The postposition -3om can also govern the Dative 
I nsc of consonant-stem nouns (aa3a3-Lo-8~m like a child, 3oC-Lo- 
pol like a woman), but this is comparatively rare. 

The Dative case can be used with some other postpositions 
rr well; for instance -ma6, which chiefly specifies nearness to an 
~ ~ l l ) c ~ t :  k3-L-ma6 at the tree. F;yrhm-L-ma6 athear the spring. hm- 
C.pihu y33Trbola6 33470 rh o3a3?Id, oL y 3 3 e a b ~ d  t106~3a a h  om3a3?Ia 

I I U  cannot share a meal with every man any more than you can 
my everything to every man. 

As we see, the noun retains the case inflection and needs no 
rlt~l)hatic a after it. But if -ma6 is added to a consonant-stem noun, 
l l l c ~ t l  the case-inflection is lost and the postposition is joined di- 
tc31,lly to the stem: br3a3-&-ma6 withfto a child, 3oT&-ms6 withfto a 
wlltnan. 3 3 ~ 0  h3a336m36 bobm6or, 3j3oo6mr6 - aLob3hom Money 
In klng to a fool and servant to a wise man. 

The case-inflection -b is lost when the postpositions -%a and - 
11, <Ire added to the noun: 80F;a-0~ on the g~ound, 80 30 in the 

7 Y  - y~~tund, FjyoT-0g on the water, Fyrc-2o in the water . The basic 
tt~t*~~rling of the postpositions -$a, -90 is to indicate place: -b3 
b~t~tveys the idea of being on the surface, -20 - that of being in- 
u1111 the object: oL3m LJaaSa 6 3  Rramypaao, aor3 aaoy36m6 Don't sit 
,111 t i  chair you will soon have to get up from. 30L30 o h  bF;rpoo, h o -  

J3oL 33h pao60b03Lm He who has no desire, will not see a 

- 

'"he exceptiom: a&-% abouvon him, her. it; a ~ b - 7 0  in him, her, it; w b - k  
dt111tlof whom? gob-20 in whom? 



stone on the river-bank. 3hm -bag denotes the material of which something is made: 3hmo 
There cannot be two Gods in bob(a)ba6 a d r n o ~  &dam3, 6oRabog Both a spade and a shovel can 
G3 vbb3dT, 3ohh - pa~a603 made of the same piece of wood. The postposition can 
and don't wait for an invitati IN SO point out the source of information, origin: a3aorR3aobaba6 
ally: ...and to a misfortune - with invitation. ' " ' A ~ ~ ~ ~ :  ad3 a g ~ b  baohdp m3mho daoT3ao adya3bm I have heard it 

m e  words with the p o ~ t p ~ ~ i t i ~ n ~  -'%a and -70 can also ' l o r n  my grandmother: white teeth often conceal a dark heart, The 
press time. TO be more precise, of the four seasons of the y I l l r r n  contabing -ad6 may occasionally convey causality: aoaobpa6 
two - aa~d3b3To and a3am ,aa r e w e  the ~ o s t ~ o s i ~ ~ ~ ~  - 4 ' ' , ~ T 3 a o  aa33dhmm3pa MS eyes dilated with fear. 
haamrho and 06o3bJyo - - ? o : V o ~ o y $ b  a,anp8mad0a om3ym6 The ~os t~os i t ion  -&a6 indicates direction: aaFa j3p3ampo 

ad%d3b3T$ Chickens are counted in autumll and 
1 

"""ln beddmaob~&a6 a ~ 3 d m 6 ~ a r n  The fox was dying and yet made hs 
spring. 3 0 ~ w  %a mrh?o amb3363aa 3696, %$YIT?~ a.'obdh?nb wn'y the henhouse. a3 ?a6j06 3bh, 736 - 3aadd3bob6a6m I am on 
who wants a quiet winter should work hard in summer. v ~ ~ l l r  side and you are on the devil's side. 

me form comprising The PostPosition -$A is synonymous to -3om (only the former 
meaning normally carried by the I R  rather archaic). It also expresses similarity, meness; ddO-ob- 
is used in the function of a postpositi dd0-0-3007 = jw-La-3003 = h m a ~ h 0  jauo,  jaUob aLad3bdp 
Genitive case: aj3pah0a ( a=man If the Genitive case marker n extended by the vowel 
,hs33ho  bout the dead one sh Illrn the -aaah  variant must be used: R333T3a-obo-aa&h as usual, 
nothing at all. bd6J aak33F, aaamb3Td063 ~44~a~i0h3a-obd-aabh as was promised, R3a-aah m e  me, a36-aa4, me 
03034,3m Think of the way out before Y V"lJ (note that k3a. 336 are Genitive case-forms of the personal 

The postposition -%a I""l'Ouns 83, 736, which always take postpositions when used in 
g e e s  of comparison in "'I!. rash: L3a-ad6 from me, R3a-336 to me, k3a-m30b for me), 
standard of comparison): The Genitive case is often used with postpositions that have 
He who won't hear good 1 1 1 4 '  lorm of separate words: aoah (jdgob ao3h by a man), yam 
%d4,aa06a60a 39hm dyo3hoam Knowledge is mi ~"s1""0b30Tob adam forlout of, because of shame), (boon- 

The Dative case is also governed by th adhpd except Ibesideslbut life), ?ObabOa (daob a3bdb3& about 
and its synonym The semantics of the ')rother), aobapaom (aoaToo~  aob3p30m according to Ule Bible), 
tween, among) demands two nouns, both i * T J b ~ ~ a 3 a 4  (ar3hmboC$ob 8o3b9pr3op in spite of warning), LO. 
first (the one placed before the conjuncti 1 ~ a d a a a o 3 h a p  ( a b p ~ m a o b  6d,dp~adpTmbo~ adao3hdp instead 
phatic maorobba p a  a&,m3b ?-hob (7 111 11('111g thankful). 
3T336hmbdpa3ho m e  Avchala Power St word governed by anah denotes the doer: Ca3hmob anah 
and Mtskheta. '&&obl%a Can appear with One " "'*lA3Tb tj30b 6'3 rda+ma33m DO not take away from a man what 
is in the plural: dFp33&1, %hob apo60h3 am3p06 d l r r 1  has w e n  him. 
river flowing between the rocks. aham Points out the cause: 03rgaym9nbob aaam 3d43hbod'+,3 

The Genitive case is governe (1" 1 ' ~ 3 3 ~ 0  was unable to go on an excursion because of my ill- 
tions: (day-ob(d)-m30b for a woma i i 1 1 t . t .  

from a friend, m3hm-L(a)-aa6 ou is used to exclude things: nmabao adjbJO,-,b arhgr ohd- 
wards the child) (Ta3hm * '- ":I'.' There was nobody in the room except fie old man. 

m e  basic meaning l'"st~ositions, as a mle, follow the words they govern, but 
3060 a30F3bb d63a03h3bb, $ 3 ~  "u'~ can be used in preposition as well (the Genitive fien must 
dulges children, prepares the Ille 

A): ( a h p a  8nb3"obo except, besides the old 
barno b b h  33m A friend is a mirror 

d 
"'lr ' l  & p a  daobd besides this. When is preceded by a pro- 

agpda 33 ,960 For a lazy man every day is a holiday. r 4 1 4 b 1 1 1  the Dative case is used: aaa-b aahpa besides this. the 
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b a 3 a  frying-pan 
m6ja6-o tap 
ym33Cm3nL always 

In the text we came across some irregular verbs: ag360-a i 
spread, 3-jopo-a idare hanging, aVY30-a are placed, lying. The 
tense-forms of these verbs are: 3-306-a waslwere spread, 3- o 
wadwere hanging, 3-Fjy-m were placednying. The last verb (a# 
- 3FjYm) is specific in that its stem has a plural meaning. The 
gular is expressed by another stem - p33h (da3L) - opm, cf.: 

mahm%3 oa63bo aFjY30a f There are books on the shelf. 
mahm%3 0360 opm There was a book on the shelf. 
mahm%3 oa63bo a'$'ym There were books on the shelf. 

Now, as usual, try to learn the conjugation of the verbs: O ~ O  

(Omp6a to know) and ahd6mb-L (ahd6mba to feel). 

a, 3-000 I know it (Georgian) 
336 00° 
8a6 ogo-h 
R336 3-ogh-o, oh (3ahm3C-o) = Nom. 
073336 000-07 a,m 000-a6 

83 3-ogmp-o I knew it (Georgian) 
236 ogmp-0 
aa 6 ogmp-a 
R336 3-ogmp-0-07 oh (3ahm3C-o) =  NO^. 
073336 ogmp-0-07 aam ogmp-636 

83 a- aumpo63b-a I will know it (Georgian) 
%IG a- 30mpo63b-a 
~ o L  30mpo63b-a 01, (3ahmaCo) = Nom. 

a~-aom~o63b-a 
a- 3ompo63b-a-m 

aoa, 30mpo63b-a-m 

6 6 

3-ahd6mb I feel it (calmness) 
ahd6mb 
U 

ahd6mb-h 
3-ahd6mb-m (ho8a30p3-h) = Dat. 

ahd6mb-a, 

3-ahd6mbpo I was feeling it (calmness) 
ahd6mbpo 
ahd6mbp-a ash ( h ~ a a ~ ~ ~ ~ - h )  = Dat. 

3-a hd6mbpo-m 
ahd6mbpo-m 
ahd6mbp-636 

3-oahd6mb I will feel it (calmness) 
oahd6mb 
oahd60b-h 8ah (ho8a3oP3-h) = Dat. 

3-oahd360 I felt it (calmness) 
oahd360 
oahd6-m oh ( h ~ a a ~ ~ ~ ~ )  = Nom. 

3-oahd360-m 
oahd360-a, 
0 ~ h d 6 - ~ h  



JNIT 1 1  

The Adjective 

An adjective is a word that denotes the quality of a noun. E. 
3.: pop" (big), y a a a 8 o  (beautiful), pm6~3ho (strong), y ~ ~ o 6 c - 1  
(without strength). 

Adjectives fall into two groups: qualitative, which are simp1 
words by structure ~$3a%o . . .) and relative or derived, 1 
the quality of an object is viewed in relation to another object: 3.1 
yo6-m,  Cm6-03h-o, $)063; (strength). 

The adjectives (mostly qualitative) are gradable, but the 
ability of adjectives in Georgian differs from that in English. 
basic form is called pap3born~ positive big, a.r30 black, m3 
ho white, y3hyo blue). The form conveying greater quality i 
called 39hmmbomo - the ,,more form" (Y33h00b0m0 < 396-1 
,,moreu), It is formed by adding the confix 3 ' -  to the stem 
the positive: 3-pop-3L-~ (the biggest), '3-T3hy-3L-o (the blues 
and corresponds to the English superlative. 

Georgian also distinguishes the forms of op6ambomo kohol, 
- the "-ish degree". This form expresses the quality given in 
lesser than positive degree. To be more precise, it expresses 
quality only approximately and introduces the meaning 
"slightly", "-ish" (hence the name): 8m-m3mh-o whitish, am-% 
blaclqish, 8m-y3hy-m bluish, etc. 

As we see, the 'I-ish degree" is formed by adding the con 
am - rn to the positive form. 

When taking the degree-forming elements, the word may 
dergo some changes. For instance, if the stem of an adjec 
ends in -3y, in the "-ish-form" 3 turns into a ($3): F;orn3y-o (re 
- am-Fjomay-o (reddish), y3om3yo (yellow) - am-y30rna 
(yellowish). 

Some adjectives having - 3 ~ ,  -OF in the end of their ste 
lose these suffixes in the degree-forms. 
ahd3yo (long) - 3-ahd-3L-o, 80-ahd-o 
6jboTo (sweet) - 3-6jb-3L-o, a,-g,jb-m. 

Adjectives in Georgian have no comparative degree exc 
the following four suppletive forms, e. g.: b33ho manylmuch - 

more, 0m6a fewllittle - 6a,jy3b0 less, ,jahao good - 3,j3rn3Lo 
I~vllcr, 03po bad - 3ah3Lo worse. 

The meaning of a degree may also be conveyed in a descrip- 
~ l v c *  (analyhcal) way. For this purpose the following words are 
11sc.d: 3 , ~ ~ h n  (more), Y33Ca83 (the most), ~1,663 (slightly, a little), 
u l ~ .  E. g.: 

3 0 ~ h o  6 , j boyo  - sweeter 
Y33y383 ,jboyo - the sweetest 
ms603 6j%ny0 - sweetish 

When used separately, the adjective follows the pattern of the 
I I I I  rc!sponding noun-stem in its declension. 

big 
1 0  .h : l rob~mo 
S t v * n r  lkhmb~rn~ pop-aa 
111, l:,aorno 
k.rn11, Lamborno 

P ~ P - ' J ( ~  

dlql,ld3p3b~mo P~P-.L(~> 
4#ll$,h3bomo 

,o,-o'."(a) 

f191\<13bomo 
,o,-a,(a) 
Po,-" 

green 
I n  4~8; lvTmbomo 
i l t  mamlk~hobomo 

,;,dome 
r . . ~ ~ ' . " ~ b o ~ "  
ad ~ , ] ~  :1p3~orno 

~~~h3b0"0 
fq':4:,,$,om" 

deaf 
~ h 3  
~6'3-a 
yh3-l, 
yh3-44 
yh3-mo 
yh3-P 
yh3-m(3) 

wide 
3ahmo 
gahrno-a 
gahmo-L 
33hU70-b(~) 
3ahmm-rno 
3bh070-p 
93h070-~ 

(The plural: p ~ ~ - ~ b - o ,  p p - 6 - 0 ;  aaTy-3b-o, aapy-6-0; 3a6ah-3b-~, 
1 .,0,,,i,la-6-o; 883a6323b-o, 8$"$'a63-6-0; ~ h ~ - ~ b - o ,  $3-6-0; 3ohmo-3b-o, 
9,  .nUr,m-6-o). 

When declining an adjective with a noun, the following 
@ I l l  111ld be taken into consideration: 1) whether the adjective has a 
V I I W I * ~  or a consonant stem; 2) whether the adjective precedes or 
111ll11ws the noun (i. e. whether the adjective is used in pre- or 
((c 1r.1 position). 

II a vowel-stem adjective precedes the noun, it undergoes no 
I I I I I I ' I C ~  when declined, it takes no case inflections nor does it 

at11 1 ' 4 ,  I 11 number with the noun: 







J&Yd-~ quince 
hal, a h  6aba3m ad! YOU can see whatever you wish here! 
6aka3-m you can see; you will see 
3 a h p - o  rose 
33h-o colour 
rhpoliqgh-o ph& 
0 bad-o carnation, pink 

Baabab-o iris 
b a a r a  sword-lily; baby-0 sword 
gaga tulip 
Lamuhap surprisingly, amazingly 
Lamuah-o surprising, amazing 
r d a 0 6 - ~  beautiful, lovely 
yc?Ro3ahpa cyclamen 
3 6 d 3 p  snowdrop 
a30hora ox-eye daisy 
jal,a6a forget-me-not 
o q a p  cheaply; oh%-o cheap 
d30hap  expensively; d30h-o expensive 
hal, OW! What's to be done! 

Now, as usual, learn the declension of two verbs used in 
text: 

yop3a (Yop';lrmb-l, he buys) 
aayop30 he sells). 

33 3 y o P 3 ~ m b  I buylam buying it 3 Y ~ p 3 r m b p - o  I was buying 
336 Y(X?JC-~~ Y ~ P ~ c " ~ P - ~  
~b y~p.;)~mb-b aab (Dat.) y o p r ~ m b p - a  (Dat.) 
h a 6  ~ - Y V ? I T ~ ~ - ~  3 - ~ ~ ~ 3 r m b c + o - ~  
073336 Y ~ P ~ c ' ? ~ - ~  Y o p ~ ~ m b p - o - m  
obo6o y 0 p ~ ~ m b - ~ 6  

~ T ? 3 ~ ~ b ~ - 6 3 ~  

3-"YoPo I will buy it 3-OY"P3 I (have) bought 
oYoc!?o 

0 L OY0C?3 
oyapo-L 8aL (Dat.) 336 ~ y o p - a  OL (N0m.j 

3-oyopo-m 3-oY('Pa-m 
oyopo-07 0Y0P3-c" 

o h 6 0  O ~ O ~ O - O ~  asw 

7 4 

a 3 - Y O ~ O  I selllam selling it 3 - y o p p - o  I was selling it J,'l,o y0po YOPP-O 

"1, yopo-l, (Dat.) Y"PP-a aal, (Dat.) 
llil:III 3-yopo-m 3-yopp-0-07 

I y o - a  yopp-0-07 

1 1 ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1 1 ,  yopo-a6 Y ~ P P - ~ ~ ~  

aa-3-yopo I shall sell it aa-3-YOp3 I (have) sold it 
, aa- Y O ~ O  a& (Dat.) ad- y 0 ~ 3  

H I I  ,a- yopo-l, as6 aa- yap-a OL (Nom.) 
hrlllI,  8 " - 3 - y ~ p o - m  aa-3-Y"P3-m 

I &a- y o ~ o - ~  ah- ~ ~ ~ 3 - m  
, , I , I  ,ll0 aa- y ~ p o - ~ 6  a*m aa- yop-31, 

The Numeral 

I'he numeral denotes the quantity of things (cardinal numer- 
a l ~ ,  Iraao three. b3mo five, b h a  nine, a h  one hundred...), their or- P ( 1 1 3 1  (ordinal numerals: a3La 3 the third, a3b3m3 the fifth, a30bh3, 33- 

) ,  or a part as opposed to a whole (fractional numerals: a3La- 
d a3b3m3po, a3gbhqpo,  a3a~3p0 . . . one third, one fifth . . .) 

';lructurally card~nal numerals fall into simple (mho,  amo, 
, , ,<) a ~ l d  compound ( m g p a m h o .  l,aamgpamo, m ~ b a m O ~  . . .) 

I I I  Unit 3 we pointed out that for the stem of the numerals 
1 1 ,  l t ~ t  1 7 up to 19 (included) the stem am- is taken (its initial vowel 
I4 I 1 1  l,ped), to which the stems of simple numerals (&-, m h - .  h a -  

(,bha-) and the word 8 3 6 0  (more) are added: 11 - ~ o ? - ~ h m - a ~ -  

8 ,  IJ - am-mh-a360,  14 - ~ - ~ ~ n b - a ~ 6 0 . . .  19 - am-0bha-a360 (in 
l i t l  \,14 case the stem denoting a decimal number disappears al- 
1 1, .I l)c\r). h some numerals other phonetic changes also take 

I *  1 )  afiricatization (m+L > g: a ~ b a a a ~ @ ) o  - 0a83g0; m+a > 6: 
.,'n 181v,a36~ > 630pa360. 2) metathesis: awh3aa3@)o > m 3 h a a 3 6 0  



Pay attention to the structure of the following numerals: 
- *-a, (2x20). 60 - lu+ (3~20)~  80 - nrnb-a-v ( 
It is clearly seen that the reading of these numerals differs 
their writing. The keyword is the meaning of 20, the quanti 
scores in the numerals. The element a- is the remainder of the 
Georgian infix -a@, which obviously meant .multiplied bf ( 4 -  
wO; b ~ a - a ~ - ~ ;  -b-a3-,). 

From 41 to 59, also from 61 to 79 and from 81 to 99 
merals are formed similarly to those from 21 to 39 (4 1 - F, 

ea+rnO, 42 - ,... 51 - ~ h a C f i ~ f i ~ ) a @ ~  ,... 59 
F ,hha ,u ,oa  Wh% ... - L&ypm&,,... 69 - h%ea, 
- ' ~ k @ ~ b  3 % ~ ~  ,... 87 - -b 

98 - ~ n b h  3~aaao,...), 165'- A,. 
The reading and writing of the numerals expresshg hundr 

coincide, but the first figure is read in the form of a stem: 

200 - mh-A0 
300 - hlslaab-a 
400 - mb-olm 
500 - - o h  
600 - %-oL-o 
700 -. !3oPa~ 
800 - hp-alw, 
900 - g%s-sb-n 
loo0 - 34,-ab-0 

The principle of nurneral-formation between hundreds is th 
same as that from 1 to 100. 

The stems of the numerals denoting thousands also c 
spond to their writing, but this time the numeral denoting the 
figure takes the Nominative case. (Note that h3a and 
stems but they coincide with the Nominative case). 

2000 - FICO ma, .3 ,00  - ban ,ah ,... l r n  - m0 a m a h  ,... 
20000 - wo amb, 39000 - w+hoadO rowln,... 

So far we have been dealing wth the so-called .roundu num- 
bers denoting hundreds and thousands. In all other cases when 
pronouncing compound numerals the component parts are read 1 

the form of the stem except the last one that has the appropriate 
case-form. E. g.: 

381 - b A b  -baocnoP1 1949 - m5 gbmaih m wbm317 
7563 - apqO -b batTiwa~aO, etc. 

Ordhal numerals are formed from cardinal ones by adding 
the confix aO - 0 to the stem of the latter: (the second), 

fifth), (the twentieth), etc. The exception is 
first) instead of arfirn-3. The latter is used to build 

up the ordinal form of compound numerals: wpa-aa-firn-3 (the 
twenty first), l u b ~ - a ~ $ m - ~  (the sixty-first), ~ b - a ~ f i r n - ~  (the 
one hundred and first), maL p e a b  &%@a-a~firn-3 (the one 
thousand seven hundred and forty first), etc. 

It is of special notice that in compound numerals the prefix - 
a3 is placed before the last element and not before the stem of the 
numeral, i. e. in this case it is already an infix. 

SpeUing rules: Note that when ordinal numerals are ex- 
pressed by Arabic figures, ag- should be placed before the figures 
only when it is a prefix, i. e. in simple numerals: a3-2, 9 5 ,  a 20 ... 
But in compound ordinal numerals, where is an infix:-it is 
never indicated in writing. We indicate an Arabic figure and the 
suffix -8 21-3 301-3, 1741-$.. 

When ordinal numerals are expressed by Roman figures, nei- 
ther of the elements of the confix a3 - 3 should be written: X, V, 
XIX, etc. 

Fraet&mal numerals are formed from ordinal ones. To be 
more precise, they take the Adverbial case-form as a stem (arb3rn- 
-p) and add any required case marker: 

!3b3mp-e-. (the one-fifth) 
a$b$jma-e-da 
aab3rnD-p-b, etc. 

Note that 6 0 b ~ h 0  (a half) is used instead of a3crhn~, 
The declension of the numerals taken separately is similar to 

that of the nouns, i. e. consonant-stem numerals (fim-0, barn-0, 80- 
~ " 6 - 0 ,  3 0 h ~ - 0 ,  a3bw3p--0) belong to the 1st type of declension, 
and vowel-stem numerals (h , ~bha,  b~a rng~~~bho ,  aph3) - to 
the 2nd type of declension. & compound numerals only the last 
element is declined). Cardinal numerals are peculiar: they do not 
have the Vocative case and the "-3a-pluralu. When a numeral 

" Unlike English, years in Georgian are read by thousands. 
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UNIT 13 

The Pronoun 

6awaFbaba~"  

The promom is a word used in place of another word 
phrase It can be used to substitute a noun: jago an30~a - ' 
3nCa (a man came - he came), an adjective: p h a n  a%T'nmo 
aaobnr6a ahadTom. (a good example - such an example) 
numeral: bymo agora - ~ a ~ ~ 6 0  a30p-3 (five children - so hterroga tive-possessive: 
children). 

Notionally pronouns fall into the following groups: 
1. jomobo - Personal: 83 1, '236 you, ob (oao) helsh 

mj336 YOU, olm60 they. The demonstrative Pronoms dj 
that (the plural: 3b360 these, 38360 these, those) may 
personal pronoun if they combine with a verb. Cf-: 
and gb jaOO Jbobb ... III the first example is a 
noun, in the second - a demonstrative prono-. Definite: m 3 0 r n / m ~ o m m 6 / m a ~ ~ ~  he him- 

+ and 3a, respectively, denote objects that are n other, another; y m 3 3 ~ - o  every, each; 
(&) and 2nd (a ) persons. ob and oao are synonyms and den 3 

ome (used to avoid mentioning a per- 
nearness to the rd person. 

The reflextive pronoun W330 that Can also be a nOm~ is 
sidered to be a personal pronoun. Cf.: ma30 he has a 

(where mo30 is a noun), and ma30 a n o j p  he 
(where 07330 is a pronom). 

Remember some phrases comprising ma30 as a reflextive 
ma3b a3bgoho3b He will sacrifice himself, a7630 33LV 

sacrificed himself, ma30 ~38ooR063 He distinguished himse 
ohbaed He became famous, ma30 a3~h0h3o6a He brought 
upon himself. 

2. R3060&,,,,o - Demonstrative: 31, this, 38 
sat (mey function as demonstratives only when combined ocno - Reciprocal: 3hmaa63m-o, 3hm3hm-o, a(,.,- 
noun: b jaOo U s  man, 38 thiJthat boy, & 3 0 ~ '  - 
woman!. 

abgm-O, aa6aoh-o, &hbma6a, oaMah-0 (such, this kind of; 
the objects that are near to the 1st person); 

,,,.,, a,,c;,h-~, aaanbma6a, aa833ah-o (such. thiJm a d  
said of the objects that are near to the 2nd person); 

ob3m-0, oa6roh-o, oaobma6a, oaa3ah-o (such, that kind Of; gald I x  of special notice that the negative particles (and, to a cer- 
the objects that are near to the 3rd person); Lil" "K1('~lt, the pronouns, containing these particles) are not 



identical in meaning: aha is a simple (neutral) negation, while 
and 63, respectively, specify possibility and prohibition of an a 
tion. Cf.: 

ah ambgT3 He hasn't come 
He couldn't come 
Let him not come. He needn't come. 

ah v hL He doesn't write 

f3hb He can't write & bhb Let him not write. He needn't write 

Declension of Personal Pronouns 

I p., singular 

Lab. 83 apaaoa6-0) 3aabm8 I (a man) say 
ammbh. 83 iap~aoa6-aa) 3~ 30 I (a man) said 

8, (apaha6-b) I (a man) have (has) 
6 .  R$ + postposition: f 1 ~ a ~ a 6  (from me), f$m30L (for me) 
and. 

plural 

bb. ' 6%6 apa80a6-3b-o) 3aab~8m 
ama,bh. 6336 ,,a0,6-~a-a~) 3m3303"" 
aoo. 6336 a$aa0a6-~b-L) a3a,j3L 

amla. 

i 
6am. h336 + postposition: L3368a6. . . 

I1 p., singular 

86 

amja. 

. 236 or 'I3 aP-a8oa6m! You, man! 

plural 

rzi. m3m6 or m333 ~~aaoa6~bm! You, men! 

The pattern shows that personal pronouns in fact have no 
vnse-forms." The exceptions are the Genitive, where a3 changes 
IIK stem (R$) and is necessarily used with a postposition, and the 
Vocative of the pronouns 236, ~ 3 ~ 6  that have alternative forms. 
('r,: 236, amobppa! (Hey, you, look here!) and 23 duo dy)nl 
(yoyp good man!); also: 30, rnj336, ahaa33~3bm! (Hey, you Aragvi- 
nl~s! ), and ~ 3 3 3  $0 ba~bm! (YOU, good people!) 

Most of the pronouns have no Vocative case. 

The pronouns 3L, 38, 06 (080) have suppletive case-forms: one 
for the Nominative and the other - for the rest of the cases. 

singular 

'' In the above-given paradigm nouns and verbs have been introduced deliber- 
rlsly to set off semantic differences contained in identical case-forms of these pro. 

The Aragvi is a river in central Georgia. 
'O The vowel inserted in the brackets is lost in Modem Georgian, but it is re- 

~1~0116 in the plural (see the pattern above) and before the particle -0: 3b30, am, 
I *~I#<B,I . .  . . 

'2 1 -6 is the old Ergative case marker. 



amj. O ~ - O ~  8oa-nm .a-0o-, a-OO-J 
oao-p sop-p oao-p ao-p 

plural 

Lob. 3L3-6-0 3a3-6-0 nbo-6-0 080-6-0 
amcnbh. 
800. O ~ O - O ,  ao80-0-I O ~ O - ~  a3-0-I 
600-1. 
and. 

(The plural formed by -3b: 3b3-38-0, 3a3-3b-0 is extreme 
rare). 

Of ,all the interrogative pronouns only the declension of 30 
is marked by some peculiarity. 
Lob. 30-6 
&90-1bh. 30-6 
800. 30-L(4 
600-1. 30-L(02 
amj. - [ 30~ -0~ (o )~  

- [30b-op(3) I 

As we see, 306 has only two forms: 306 for the Nominative a 
Ergative, 3ob - for the Dative and Genitive. The case is identifi 
through the context. E. g.: 

- 306 dbmbL? (Who says?) - jog-o J b m b b  (The man sa 
- 306 cnd30? (Who said?) - jo0-80 0-1330 (The man sa 
- 30b b0p03? (Whom do you see?) - js04 3b3e~3 (I see a man 
- 30L v3hnTb pab3Fmb? (Whose letter are you reading?) 

- joO-ob F;ghnTb unmb3Fmb (I am reading the man's lett 

The pronoun 306 has no other case-forms. To make up for 
lacking forms the corresponding cases of possessive prono 
may be used: 3ob-0~ and gob-oe (they have no Vocative case) 

- oL-00-1 oaoymb? (Who are you proud of?) 
- $ 3 n F - n ~  3-080ymb (I am proud of my child) 
- 3nb-04 0 - 1 ~ ~ 0 ?  (Who do you consider it to belong to?) 

- R38-oe 3-0-13~0 (I consider i t  to belong to me) 
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Note that negative pronouns containing the element 306 - 
.4,,,:,1,6, 33h3306, 63h0306 - are declined in the same way. 

As for the rest of the pronouns (R$-0, 336-0, RU6-0, m h 6 - o ,  
kl.,il:,r-o, hmamh-0, hoae36-0, ho, etc.), they are declined like 
11111111s with similar stems. The patterns of pronoun declension are 
ulvc*lr below: 

my which how many what kind of what 

Pronouns may take particles; here are the patterns of their 
do~,lcnsion: 

somebody something somebody something the same 

The last pronoun deserves special attention: in the expression 
. + l i l l ~  pa 08033 (one and the same) the word 08033 must be used 
1111ly in the Nominative; for all other cases the stem 080 - must be 
11cr-d: 

3 h ~ - ~  po 08033 oabo3-n (one and the same news), but: 
3m0-I-ao ,, 0a333 3aa33-a3 
3h0-I-bo pa 0aa33 ~ d b 3 ~ - b  ..., etc. 

The Declension of the Phrase "pronoun + noun": 

When using the pronouns 3b, ga, ob as attributes, the follow- 
111t1 should be taken into considerahon: in all the cases except the 



Nominative suppletive stems (ado-, 8080-, oao-) appear in a clip 
f ol~n: aovob - hadbob, Rd36bob, aobob - 

(33 q33y3h3bb  oho30bo. 
oo dm33h3, 
oo v30ao, 

I'ry to remember the following aphorisms by Shota Rustaveli 
(Note the use of pronouns) 

Now read a poem by Mukhran Machavariani, a mo 
Georgian poet. The poem abounds in various pronouns: 
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-.. go-ogqCp -we o oq~ 
.-. a-09qCp -we 3AFcFY 

(q-9~oeod~) q-oe ... a-ogqCp-C-we gCCg 
--- q-09qGp -me q~ 

03qGp -me 3Ce 
aw) urg pug pue yaas lleqs I oCwp0-C QB ogqCp-C-we CE 

5 

oqoaog" 

:sunouord aw 01 uoguaue ~epads Led ',,fsy[yq,~,, lxal am pea8 

aur punoj pne 
lq6nos (seq) aH Ce o-Cwpo-e od o-gqCp -e-we 

! 

naas nrm au 



F3a36ea i3ma30mbhmb-b a legend has it 
3d33C3b phmao in ancient times 
b3h06mhoa territory I 

a b ~ a  now 
b y o m  ymgoer pagah3e-o it was covered with woods (by3 wood) 
3hmb c once 
6apoRoap-a he ws hunting (inf. beohmha to hunt) 

members of suite 

member 
they flushed a pheasant 

80806~1 falcon 
pa3p3 6-a pursued 
aa3h~  e ahpa  he disappeared (inf. aaOho6ahghr to disappear) 
pop0 b6ob d3b60b a3ap3a having looked for it for a long time 
abC3bC-3h-o attendants; abrpb3e-o attendant 
ao'$opa6 t,8maa3aC r Y a C a ~  haa~363r~Y3-63 they had fallen into 

warm spring 
ea~3a503h-a o3a3hoba he looked around 
daC0a6 03v06-a he liked it very much 
ahoC-0 cool 
~ n h o ~ - o  warm 

healing properties; m30 Labr prop 

babaTaP f ~ ~ o ~ o b o  3'$?mp-a he called it Tbilisi (690T-o arch. 
mboC-o wan ' )  

b'$hh3p just, namely 
b363bho3-0 natural 

IJNIT 14 

Wordbuilding. Derivation 

A noun (or its equivalent) may undergo two kinds of change: 
clrammatical - declension through which lexically identical words 
acquire different grammatical meanings (for example see Units 6- 
O ) ,  lexical, which deals with the forming of new lexical units and 
it, basically of two types: derivation and compounding 
(composition). 

Derivation is the making of new words by joining stems and 
nlfixes. For instance: the word ba3a -o child) can produce a num- 
I)rr of new words, such as: ha3 # 3-m !3 a (childhood), ba9a3-~a6-o 
(having a child), b0~'3~-3h-0 (childish), ba-ba3a3-~ (children s), etc. 

The word whose stem is employed to produce a new word is 
culled a root-word (in our examples this is ba3a3); the new lexical 
Items thus produced are derived words or derivatives (ba3a3-mha, 
h ~ ~ a ~ - ~ h - o ,  La-bga3-m). A derived word has a new stem that is 
longer than the basic one. 

Derivation in Georgian is actualized by means of suffixes and 
c,onfixes. Prefixes alone seldom produce new words in Georgian 
(tlf.: hook3-o number and 3-ho0b3-o numerous; jau-o man and aha- 

worthless man). Infixes are never employed in word-building 
~ I I  Georgian. 

Derived words form the following groups according to their 
11 I caning: 

1. Place of origin - the suffix - a ~ ,  which indicates the place 
where one belongs by birth: 3 a ~ a 3 - ~ ~ - 0  city-dweller (3aca3-0 
I I < ~ ~ ~ C - ~ C - O  villager, country-dweller (bog3C-o village, 
~lllaToL-3C-o an Englishman. 

In modem Georgian the suffix -3p also indicates membership: 
vl;,bb3hm-3~-o ( 3bb3hm-o football), ~ a ~ a c n h ~ h m - ~ ~ - o  (jaFambgh- 
, I ,  o basketball), 0 3rZlbv3hm-3C-o (b3Fh3hm-~ handball). 

The suffix -3h (dissimilated variant -aC) indicates the place 
III origin with all the nouns except human beings. Cf.: 
,~t\6Laua3r-o urban'clothes, Lm9F-3h-~ S3h-o rural 
, r , ( c r - ~  3 6  the English language, aa3hoj-3T-~ 06e)m6auos American 
~utonation) ... 



alro by the confix b ~ - ~ .  
23 $s: ,330b39C-3b3 freedom, liberty (ma30b3y3ap-0 free ), ahb- 

creature, b3@6~3h-3ba happiness, B m a ~ ~ h - ~ h o  moderation (Bmao- 
I 11 moderate; %ma,, measure, extent), am603h-3ba intelligence, 

As we see, the words ending in -034, form abstract nouns 
H\l(+lly with the help of the suffix 

mas: 8a30@-mba peace (aa3oP-0 peaceful, quiet, calm), a3ambh- 
kh I riendship, ba3a3-~ba  childhood, aaba6aa-mb~ companionship, 

0 horse). 

22 6 is an interpolated sound. 

96 



a) an object that used to be identical to the one expressed by 
1 1 1 ~  root-word: 6o-gmr-ah-o former wife, ex-wife, 60-3a(o)h-33-o for- 
Irl(br husband, e~-husband, 6a-hdT-33-o former daughter/sister-in- 

b) the place where the object denoted by the root-word was 
hlluated in the past: 6a-+Tad-ah-o a place that used to be a town, 
11 bm3~-ah-o a place that used to be a village, 6a-apo6ah-33-o a 
~~Iace that used to be river-bed, 6a-33b--3h-o footprint. 

c) the time, when the one denoted by the root-word has 
(mssed: 6 o - a ~ ~ o p ~ - ~ ~ - o  afternoon, 6a-'2-3apoa-33-o the time after 

bs-ah/aq: La-33b-3h-0 step, La-ma(3)- h-o title, headline, 
aa6d-+-o treasure-house (aa6d-o treasure), ?a-8ah8-"3r-o lugga - o p ,  -OF-: these suffixes are used to express only endear- 
van. )11('111 pap-ojm, pgp-orm Mummy, aaa-ojm, aoa-,,, Daddy; of the 

I W O  suffixes -ojm is more productive: daa-ojm, 3a~-ojm (the 
Inr.1 IS a Christian name). 

The suffix -36s also expresses endearment: 803--36a, pom--36a, 
Wllh the stem jog- it acquires a humiliating function: db0-363. 
hl*)aLo ,jouba jog0 33303, Bm La aOLa - ja0-360, 

lbt~j P~P%~Y$J - p3pajagoJ - p3p~d~g360" (boC.bJho). 
.'lrirne men are called men and some - httle men, 
~ I ~ I I I ~  women are called women and some - little womeniG 

811 t l[lnvation-affixes. For instance: 
Genitive-case inflection -oh: m8oT-oL-o (m80r-o warm), 

1 ~ 1 1 1 1  (a+-0 Carnelian cherry), 33d-oL-o (33da mineral water) 
I I lclographical names), ma3-ob-0 (ma3-0 reflexive pronoun). 
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slonal (d3dmb333a occasion), hoobg-om-0 numerical (mogb3-0 n I"' Q)mmbd360 ab6aboeab7 hmdy ~ O O ~ D O  dbmgComL ah030p- 36383 an- 
ber), aoO3a-~m-o Dative (800~aa to give), ammkhma-om-o Ergs rsJrhaj3 h y k o  hhaeymab. $ a6aa63&~a: pmo6~h0 ,  &3hd6JCo, 
(ammkhmaa a story, to retell). *hlt 'a~$, Ro?ho, oaJn6~ho, jmha3yol 06p3ho, gmom3~ho, dahm3- 

Adverbial case-inflection: -ssp: kgho 3 a h a ~ ~ ~ 9  boho.3~0, am6Cmy~ho, Lyo3~h-johoyoJ- 
jah-ap-o hospitable (336-0 bread!: 
body). 

The combination OF -OW + -asp: a3y-om-ap-o cordial. 
Postpositions: -as6: t '1~~6-~a6-o  of US, m3336-366-0 of you 
-$A: Cm8-ob-3ah-o like (similar to) the lion, mg38-o 

(similar to) the fish, bmjm-b-3ah-o like (similar to) the m 
12. Derived words with borrowed affixes are quite 

Georgian. Here are some of them: 
-spa6 (Persian): Lao-pa6-o tea-kettle, ya3a-pa6-o coffee-pot 

coffee). Its Georgian equivalents are the confixes La-3 or La- 
-bb6s (Persian: house); ya3a-ka6a coffee-house, yap-ka6a b 

house ( ~ 3 ~ 0  beer). 
(Persian): paby-o-pah-o salesclerk (pa 

Bo6a-pah-o treasurer. Its Georgian equivalent is the co 
-,%a (Greek : 3a6hom6-008-0 patriotism, y~&~hay-o%a-o 

alism, pah306-0V-o a Darwinism. hds~" VakamaCo Akaki Tsereteli 
-,,b6 (Greek): pah306-oLg-o Darwinist, bmgoay-ob 
a 6 6 0  - (Greek): a660-3ahm3~-o antigeorgian, a66o-jcr h-6a3ka (6sVysa60) Chonguri (excerpt) 

~ h - o  anticolonial. 

Read the text. Pay special attention to derived words. 

A Few Words about Georgia "P3Cb-P3 a-pa "m. L 6 a Z o  b~jahm~~yma, 

$mao ksa bs jskmaaqc.lOa boa3ao R336 3ahm y33yam, 
bk3apabk3a j ~ m k o L  aokm3h3a 60, 

ba.Jshm33 m ap aah3m&L 333 '5 ! 
mP3Ca-c?3Ca-c?3yam. 

Bmao3ho 0301, 3m6 amban  
3brBC3h ha , aLom6ob j3po. pa 
63m0, ha\a, $k380, baaD haym, J 9 aramba3rp5a3ahm 3ym o - d a i  " amoJy3mo, ka30, 073 3m0, P - J ~ ~ C O  

pa 3ahmyo). La8kh3mom a3 k3m-fb3ak3moa. moderate climate 

I ~ + h m ~ ~ y m  ~d33~3bo J J Y J ~ ~ ~  d~ya6ab. h 
ama mountain 

jop33 d33 0 Fj3ym~~hook30 30633~ a( rnab6~  '5 
Rhpoym3m-o the North 

pa mho bak3y F;o%m: j m y k g m o  (paba3yp badah 
1 1 1  bm6-o the Caucasus 

baBC3ah-~ border 
(aC8mLa3y3m baJahm33ym). 33hm33yma vo6a3h3 mountain chain, mountain ridge 

100 101 





JNIT 15 

Imperfect Aorist 
3-baha3brmbpo 3 - " b 3 h 3 b r 3  

boha3bTmbpo obah83bT3 
baha3brmbp-6 obaha3bT-a 

3-boha3bCmbpo-a, 3-obaha3bC3-a, 
boha3bCmbpo-a, obaha3bC3-a, 
baha3bCmbp-636 ~ b a h ~ ~ b ~ - ~ b  different things 

h - o  rubbish, waste (6ayah-o = aapayhoC-o thrown 
emember: this verb governs the Instrumental case of the no away) 

each other, one another 
oa, takes advantage of victory 

ahaa&~boa, is a success 
Y~~~~~~ 

light (bo6p-0 dusk) 
~ h ~ ~ b ~ m b - b  3happ boa, is paid attention to 

~mmi lo63~oa,  takes advantage of patience a kind of sparrow 
Ja o ob03a0a, is respected 

a s, a3 a, 330W takes advantage of the opport 
p3 3. . etc. 

Ilvduplication with a change of the initial syllable: 

by the conjunction ps and: 
Wordbuilding (continued) sometimes 

Compound Words opposite, across from, straight 
from door to door 

bo&yasgsha*ra&s (asahdaca&s) 

hm3pp bo&yaa&o (d*ra3*r0~&a&~) 

ent parts of speech; the 
So far we have discussed one of the means of wordbuil ute and is expressed by 

.envation. In this unit compounding (composition) will b I I I ~ I L I I ~ ,  adjective or numeral. The first element of a compound 
rith. Compound words (compounds) are formed WII I I  IS often used in the Genitive case, though other cases are 
eduplication or by joining two or more different stems. 
he principle types of compounding: 
. Simple repetition (reduplication) of stems: p 3 p 3 - a ~ v 3  the Earth 

v3a-$3a-o eyelash a manly man 
~33-0x3 -o  ear (of corn, rye, etc.). 
Ja3-Ja3-o magpie; 

. Reduplication accompanied by dissimilation of a conso 03-p3h-o bad weather (a3-o bad, evil; pah-o weather); 
0 h - ~ ~ 0 6 - o  crown 

slender, slim 
fool, blockhead; 



,h-aa&am-O Monday (literally: two-sabbath = k b l i ' l ( r e n ) l  $ah-ape-0 husband and child(ren), but other parts of 
days after SabbathlSat~ qn'"c'h as well. The modified element can appear both in pre- and 

b,a-a,a am-0 Tuesday (three-Sabbath = 
Sabbath) 

am-ab-0 thousand (ten-hundred) 
(lh-pma3 lane (lit. two-fences) 
we above the first element of a compound 

can appear in various case-forms of which the Genitive is 
common: l o f 1 ~ - ~ 3 h - f i  big-eared, lop-eared (word for word: having big 

-ob-joh-O dawn ( door; lit.: the door of the sky) ears) 
~06d-ob-mr30 pin t306d-0 coriander, ma3-o head; literally: the ; \hd3r-bh-a long-bearded (having long beard) 

of coriander). a~m3ar-a black-eyed 
sister's child b llllllleral always precedes a noun to form a compound word: &-%-%&.", niece, nephew; literally: brother's child 1'1mb-33b-a f OW-legged, fo~-footed 

p3p-0-6raaT-0 (< p 3 p - o G 6 a ~ - ~ )  stepmother i ~ b a - ~ ~ h - r  trifoliate, clover ( ~ 3 h - ~  here means ,,a leafli) 
a substitute) "0TKYkE"?3.' having one hundred leaves (a popular character 

aea-o-66~ap-0  (<8a8-0b-6a~ay-o)  stepfather in Georgian folk tales). 
I'lle of a compound word are written together ex- 

6r6-o-bramb-0 (<~06-ob-ba8mb-o) clothes (606-0 bo 
(Ro)bsga3~-o) clothes) 

63m-o-bn33T-0 ( 9 3 ~ - o b - 6 0 3  F-0) this life, ephemera' 
( V a m - ~  minute, en33C:~ here: world), 

Here are a few compounds contalning other case-f0rms: 
Ergative: 3hmar63m-o (<3hm-8a6-3(h)m-o each other, One 

aa6 is an old Ergative case marker); NOW read some extracts from the poem ,,MY Native Land" 
Dative: mr3-b-Ta3-o shame (Tag-" soft mud); I"" the famous Georgian poet Galaktion Tabidze. Pay spe- 

joh-y3rh-o (<j~h-b-f~rh-o) the sign of the n'faltiOn to derived and Compound words (Many ~~~~~i~~ 
made over the face. (ll"phical names given in the text are already familiar to you). 

m63-abbh-o (<mo3-b-8bh-o) horr 
here: 8v3bah3aa, $3p3h3 

y3ahOaa rj3ah-b-gaa) crucifixion; 
Instrumental: dbom-jo o masonry and lime ($-om (Instr.) 

j ~ h - ~  lime); 
k3T-6bv3h-o (<b3S'-om-6Jj'3h-o) manus 

(Instr.) hand, 6af3h-o Somethin 
~d~e rb i a l :  p ~ - ~ - a y m 3 - 0  sick man (aym3-0 being) 

y34,-op-p3aa attention (literally: to get by 
~t is of specla1 notice that in the first element Of co 

words either complete or partial loss of case-inflections 
CUT. 

Compound words are composed not only of nouns ( 
stance: p3p-aaaa mother and father, g*~-a30C'-" wife 
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,,og6a6aU a3 h a p  p3pob, I ' r ly  particular attention to different person, tense and subjec- 
a3ba81ho, fob333hn, n ~ ~ d  objective-person variation fonns of the verb (to 

ma3 a, hob COL (gbmhoa, r t t l ) ,  which occurs in the text several times. It is a regular 
a3p3aoT ja~mpxb3m0! 
ha3a-C3 b aoa a m  OW, 

- a$bgm-p3ab OX,... R aamaco3 haam ao$a3, I defend it  (my Motherland) 
a36L Ley3ah3T Lab r L  3go~a3, I a o u a 3 ~ ~  '?a anub3 3 h 3 ~ 7  

o = ah-L ( ~ ~ a a , a ~ ~ - ~ )  

ao033Po P3 33C33 ~ ~ . 3 ~ 0 ~ 3 !  

o L ~ ~ ~ o ~  long, long ago (dmpap long ago, in old times 
oyo  p3pm (aLJah380) there used to be a 0 

field;(d-o war; ~3 
Georgian outdoor 
played with a ball 
teams of 15 players ea 

aap~hh-a has survived 
Lob3paP! 3$mp3&-a it is called, bears the name o 

aahaP (syn. a3,aa; Ym33ym30L) always, eternally, forever, ev 
ah63 brave, cheerful I was defendingldefendedit (my Motherland) 
dagh-o brotherly, fraternal 
aao&po3h-o aoFja native land 0 = aa-b (beaamaym-b) 
bay3ah3F-o beloved 
3-30033 I swear solemnly, I make a vow 
pa-3-0033 I shall defend it (inf. pama to defend) 
Lobby-o blood 
663~1~6-0 something found 
sob 33C-amb333p-~ winding, curved P TD ma=Ca83801r (Gen. of the ya%-o a Laz; a Laz is a 

one of Georgian tribes, living at the 
coast (Now in Turkey) 

ha330 pogrom, massacre, manslaughter 

far away 
a-0033QO I defended you 
a-o~)a3 I defend you I shall defend it (my Motherland) 
PD-a-O(p3 I shall defend you. 
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a33 6 pa- 0 0 q - m  2 
p3-3-0b336 b I shall have a rest 

oh0 o pa- 0033-36 p~-~-od06~8 I shall go to bed 
pa-3-oba6 I shall wash 
pa-3-bh36p3b~ I shall return. 

0 
,+a- 00a3-I, a3 it (my Motherland) I'l l( .  principal forms of the regular verb $3h-b to write) 
pa-a- 00a3-h 336 defend me art l ollows (only the 3rd person forms are given here): 

s = O L  (baaamarm) - 0033-1, 831, 
pa-a3-00a3-h h336 
pa-a- 00.3-m 4336 
- 00a3-b aam he will write an article 

om.) he has written an article 

S 

+I pa-3-00b3-0 
I (have) defendedit (my Mother Now read the Dialogue: 

336 pa- 00a3-0 
aa6 pa- O = O L  ( ~ r ~ a a ~ l a ~ ~ )  
Raj6 pa-3-00"-0-m 
rn 336 pa- 0063-0-m 
aam pa- 003-3b 

0 
pa-a-o03-a a3 it (Erg.) (my Moth0 
pb-8-003-3 a 6 (has) defended me ( 1 s = aa6 (haaacraTcr-a) - 003-5 0 

pO-a3-003-6 h336 
pa-a- OM-a-m m33 6 P PO- 003-3 0b0 0 

Note that the stem of a regular verb undergoes 
conjugation which is not the case With irregular verbs. The 
is distinguished from the present only by a preverb. 
conventional way in which many regular verbs form theh 
tense: 

he draws (paints) pa-hadog-h he draw 
acr-3-oha36-m we shall hear 
a3-3-006crb-m we shall get 

acquainted acquainted 
yopo-b he sells a,-yop~-h he will sell 
3-pa3b0 I get (stand) up 0-3-pa3bo 1 shall get up 
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The only exception is the verb 8"-3~F I'll come, I've The use of pronouns with verbs is not necessary in Gee come, where the 1st subjective person marker is not present; cf. 
as the markers of the subject and the object are given in the 1111~  2nd person form: a ~ ~ - b - ~ a ~  you'll come, a ~ ~ - b - ~ ~ p o  you've come. stem. The verb-stem implies the definite person or Persons. l h v  1st subjective person marker is not present either when the 

lhl subjective person and the 2nd objective person are actualized 
E.g. p3-3-b363 I've painted it rltnultaneously in the same verb-stem: a (=S,) po-a-bab3 3 3 6  You've painted it p a -  b 3 6 3  

He has painted it 
( -02) I've painted you. 83 a-ambnb 2 3 6  fo2) I am making you 

p a -  bad -a  wckrm. As we see, there is only the 2nd objective person marker 
p3-a-b36-3 He has painted me (;$ ) and the 1st subjective person marker (3-) is absent. But we 
p a - - b a -  He has painted you 

I M I ~  have the prefix 3- twice in the same verb form when the main 
- b -  I've painted you B vclrb-stem is fused with the auxiliary verb, e. g,: 
pa- -ba6-3  You've painted me 

ol, p a a - b  he is standing, but: a3 3-paa-3-ah I am standing, 
ol, Bol, he is sitting, but: a3 3-a60-3-~h I am sitting, etc. We already know the subjective and the objective Per The 2nd subjective person usually has no marker in modern 

markers. We know also that the verb can be conjugated by 1 ;c.orgian: a 3 6  b 0 6 0 ~  you are painting, 3 3 6  000 you know, a36 ~ 8 -  
subjective and the objective person conjugations. If the ver hlvlb you say. Only two verbs (ycr36a to be, and b 3 F 3  to walk; here: 
conjugated by the subjective pattern we say the verb has come, go) have preserved the ancient marker of the 2nd subjec- 
subjective order, e. g.: I 

I I V ~  person: b-: b - a h  you are, am-b-3bF you'll come, 
I 

I am painting 
y~~u've come (In the 57th centuries all the verb forms, except im- 

a3 3-ba633 ~~c'rative, had the prefix b- to indicate the 2nd subjective person). 
I 

3 3 6  You are painting babe3  
I 

He is painting, etc. In modern Georgian one can meet either 3- or 8- prefixes as 
ol, ba6a3-h 

I 
1110 2nd subjective person markers as well ( d - j ~ 3 ~  you are I 

rcwaming, l,-ryh3bo you are getting angry). But according to the 
Ilorm of modern literary language their usage is not necessary. 

The suffixes -8, -a, -CQ are, as we know, the markers of the 
Itd subjechve person. They are distributed as follows25: the suffix 
.I) occurs in the Resent or in the Future tense and also in the 

he is painting me Iorms of the subjunctive mood ( 0 6 8 ~ 6 - b  he is listening to, acroba36-l, 33 a-ba6a3-b 
he is painting you IIIU'II listen to, (&ma) 0 b a ~ 6 p ~ - b  if he were listening to, ( 0 3 6 ~ 8 )  amoh- 

2 3 6  a-b36a3-b 
he is painting him, etc. rll~Iim-b he may listen to it, etc.). In the Past Continuous tense aal, ka6a3-b (I~llperfect) the marker of the 3rd subjective person (singular) call 

~n this case a3, a36, 866 are used in the function of the 0 only suffix -a (oba36p-a he was listening), V3hp-a he was writ- 

tive persons and the verb has objective person markers. I l~cl ,  ba6a3p-a  he was painting). This suffix occurs in the PresenL 
lctssive and Fulure passive forms too (obob38-a it is being painted. 
P I  oba63b-a it will be painted, a36p3b-b it is being built, oa36qJ?-o 
II will be built). The suffix -a also occurs in the Aorist of translt~ve 
a11d nitransitive verbs he told him, acroba6-a he brought it, 

It is warming me *11-)30p-a he came, aa36p-a it was built). 
The suffix -CQ in the 3rd subjective person occurs in the Aorist 

1111ly (the number of such verbs is limited: am"a-cr he won, faaa-(. 

For the detailed treatment of person and number markers see Units 21, 22, 
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he lost (the game, battle), paoVy-m he began, pap-m he laid, '$'on 
rn he took. etc.). I 

As we knhw the 1st person and the 2nd subjective p 
markers are retained in the plural. To express plurality the su 
w is added to them: 3-ah-m we are, b-ah-o, you are, 3-b 
are painting, ~ o ~ o ~ - ( T )  you are painting. Unlike them the 
jective person markers do not occur in the plural forms: 
is expressed in these cases by other suffixes: 36, -36, 
ah. These suffixes involve two functions - the function of the 
subjective person and that of plurality: ba6~ ,~-~6  they are pa 

they are, Fj3hP-6a6 they were writing, p~,o'$'~c?-6 let 
begin, they won. The plural forms of the 3rd obj 
person are distributed in the following way: -a6 and -36 occur 
the Present and in the Future: ba6a3-36 they are painting, 
k36a8-36 they'll paint, ba3638-36 they are building, a-oa363 
they 11 build, pa3bo-b6 they are gettig up, a-pa380-a6 they'll get 

The suffix -6a6 is the only plural marker for the 3rd subjec 
person in the Past Imperfect: '$'3he-636 they were writing, ba6a 
636 they were painting, a '4~6~8p-6~6 they were building, 0 L a ~ 6 ~ -  
they were listening (note that in the singular the imperfect 
only the suffix -h). 

The suffix -6 occurs only in the 2nd Subjunctive 
636 raaam-6 they may lose, o 6 8 amo80-6 they may win 
hap-6  they may phone, h n j  #aoao-6 if they lose, hma 
they win, hoa pahajo-6 if they phone, 63633 '$'warn-6 I 
lost, 63&3 '3moo-6 I wish they won, 6 603 p*h3jm-6 I 
phoned) or in the imperative forms: pr'$3hm-6! let them 
ba6m-6! let them paint! These forms are obtained from the 
subjunctive. 

Cf.: hma poh3jm6, jahao o 6383 If they phone it would 
good, and: a y ~ ( ) o ~ ~ 8 ~ 3 p  pJ-qJm ! Let them phone for sure! 

The suffix -ah expresses the plurality of the 3rd subjecti 
person in the Aorist of transitive verbs: p'$'36-31, they wrote, 
bo&3b they painted, ~ , 3 ~ 6 - ~ 1 ,  they built, pah3j-3h they phoned, 

Now let us return to objective person markers and ob 
some new information about them. 

The 1st objective person morpheme is the prefix a- in 
singular and the prefix 83- in the plural. Both the 1st direct 
jective person and the 1st indirect objective person are expr 
by these morphemes. E. g. in the forms ob a-ba6a3-I~ 83 
painting me, or oL a3-ka6a3-li R3$ he is painting us, the prefixes 
and 83- define the 1st objective person and at the same time 
the forms oli a-F;3h-L a3 '$'3horL he is writing a letter to me or 

Fj3h-b R3 6 '$'ahorb he is writing a letter to us, the same p r e ~ ~ ~ - . -  r,! and a34 present the indirect objective person (a3 I - in the 
1 klllgular and R3a6 we - in the plural). 

When a verb begins with a-, the latter is doubled in the 1st 
cd~jective person form: a-aara3L he hides me, and we have double 
;,:, in the words beginning with a3- in the 1st objective person 
plural: a3-a3hob oli R336 l,oaao3638ab helit gives us pleasure. 

The direct and indirect objects share common markers: the 
111d objective person prefix a- in the singular and the confix a - 
n in the plural. For example, in the verb a-b~6;13-L ob 336 he is 

I ~~dinting you, the prefix 8- is the 2nd direct objective person 
triarker, but in the verb a-Fj3h-b ob a36 '$'ahorb the prefix 8- indi- 
ri~tes the 2nd indirect objective person. 

It should be remembered that in the plural the marker of the 
{rd subjective person L- is always dropped before the suffix -CO: 

1 ba6a3-b-m he is painting you, a-'$'3h-b-~ he is writing to you. 
(When the 3rd subjective person is marked by the suffix -3 it is 
rc~tained in the plural: a-ba6a3p-a-o, he was painting you, a-'$'3h- 
(0-$-a, he was writing to you). 

If the verb begins with the phoneme 8-, double 8- appears in 
the 2nd objective person form: the first is the person marker and 
I he  second belongs to the verb-stem: a-am60a oL 336 you thmk that 

a3a31, OL 336 he looks like you. 
The 3rd objective person morphemes are the prefixes 3-, I-, 

o r  0. It must be noted that these prefixes indicate only the 3rd 
objective person. The prefix 3- is used when the verb-stem b e p s  
with the following consonants: a, J, 3, 3, 8 and very rarely with 8 ,  
9. E. g.: 

he looks like him 
he asked him smth. 
he had smth. 
he promises him smth. 
he retells it 
he swore an oath to him 
he dared to address him 

I . I- is used when the verb stem begins with the following con 
sonants: q, 6, CO, d, $,o,  8,  3, h. E. g.: 

a ~ - b - ~ ~ ~ - b  01, aab he is following him 
coa-l,-&~h~-b OI, aab he is crying over him 



h-ohm3-a aa6 aah ob he asked him for smth. 
'33-h-do6-a 866 a0h o h  he helped him to gain smth. 
a ~ - h - ~ ; ~ h - ~  a06 ash he wrote him smth. 
a ~ - h - ~ - ~  aa6 aoL oh he gave him smth. 
h-ymb-h oh 831) he is better than she 
am-h-36-a 866 831, o h  he cut it from smth. 
ao-h-R3h3bn-a o h  soh he is staring at him 

In other cases (i. e. before vowels or other consonants) th 
are no markers of the 3rd indirect objective person - 0. E. g.: 

3';)363b-h o h  aah h a b ~ h  he is building a house for him 
3mbh-a  8a6 ash oh he said smth. to him 
ao-3aBg60-h oh aah 6oa6h he'll send him a book 

The above-mentioned prefixes (3-, h-) remain in the plu 
For indicating plurality the suffix -07 is added to a small nu 
of verbs: 

03 -07 have it 
3 - j m 6 p - o ,  had it 

aom 3-y33-07 o h  they havehim 
am-3-yo3-07 bring him 
h-daF-cr, hate him 

cf.: 
4 3 - h  has it 

. 3 -3m6pa had it 
ash 3 - ~ ~ - h  oh he has him 

am-3-yo3-h brings him 
h-dgT-h hates him 

In most cases the plurality of the 3rd indirect objeclive per 
of verbs remains unmarked. 

o h  3'2 636-h a ~ b l a o m  = 0 He is building smth. for hirnlth 
aa6 07 a h - o  aawaom He told hirnlthem 
aa6 %-h-vgh-o arblaam He has written to himlthem 
aa6 3-,jamb-o aahlaacr, He asked himlthem 
o h  80-3a80360-h aohlahm He will send himlthem, etc. 

As we noted above, of the 3rd objective persons only the 
rect object needs the marker in some cases. According to mo 
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Ileorgian literary norm the 3rd direct objective person has no 
mnrker in the singular verb-stem or in the plural, though occa- 
rlrb~~ally some incorrect forms may occur: b-0733-a 866 oh he said it 
(rl~ould be: 0733-a), am-3-JF3 ad6 ob he killed it (should be: am-Jr- 
#), (-LC. Here the person markers (b-, 3-) belong to the direct ob- 
/vr I ,  which of course is incorrect. (It is also wrong to use the ob- 
krslive person morphemes in mono-personal forms as they do not 
c.~lcrally take the objective person: b-Ra6-I, he is seen (should be: 1.1, b). 3-,jo30-b he is screaming (should be: ,jo30-b), and so on. 

Thus, the 3rd direct objective person has no marker: 

He is painting a picture 
A poet is writing a poem 

in this case), 

h-v3h-b 3m36o p3pob v 3 h ~ F b  A poet is writing a letter to his 
nlolher. Here the prefix b- is necessary as it indicates the indirect 

Read the dialogue. Pay special attention to the subjective and 
I l~o objective markers of the verb. 

I A Conversation about Health 
I 

man, hmamh(a) b a h t  HOW are YOU, Gogi? 
I fhaeoo) 33ha 3 o h  phaop. I'm not very well. 

h o  amao30pa? What's the matter with you? 
8a00363ro 3 a h  I've caught a cold. 
h3hpm aa33b I have a running nose. 
07030 8 6 ~ 0 3 a  I've got a headache. 
83b33r3bb 3 3 ~ 0 0  8i$"$'b3bb I'm coughing and I have a sore 
throat 

ho b3 aai3b? Have you got a temperature? 
a3$06 aaraco boOb3 8 3 m 6 p ,  pS3b 40 0m6r pao f loo .  Yesterday 1 

l ~ d  a high temperature and today it went down a little. 
aapo (appetite) h m  mho ao33b? What about y o u  appetite? % aopo ,johao ao33b; 36 m3omm6 hmamh(a) koh? I've got a good 

,~ppetite; and how are you? 
830 o h  30Yb30 ,jah8oP I was not well either. 
336 h o p  paa3aahmo? What was the matter with you? 



- ha 3000, a3a06 ~ 3 3 0  agJomPa, a3;lro a3h3mpa pa mom3mL 
a3Lbampa I don't know. Yesterday I had a stomachache, I felt 
and I was dizzy. 
- a b p a  hmamh(a) bah? How are you now? 
- abpa aha aoaa3b ha, 3j3m3~ap 3ah, abmTmp jao 
aa6j03pa Now I'm not bad, I feel better, but this morning I ha 
toothache. 
- a b p a 0  a6j03a? Does it ache now too? 
- aha, a b p a  apah a6j03a. No, is doesn't ache now. 
2 aha, jahaap oya30. Well, so long. 
- 6ab3aapoL, 083~0 3~331) a36(3 adC3 aa8mra68hm3;lrp3bo Good-by 
hope you'll soon recover too. 

3oL'$a3Cmm a3mho%a3bo amma h3bma33pob ,,33~bbyru, 
pa6": Let us learn aphorisms from Shota Rusthaveli s epic ,, 
Knight in the Panther's Skinii: 

bmhm6La Ldpoa ,j3moC8a, ahL3ba 80Lo ,hd,pn, Evil was 
feated by good, its being is everlasting. 

bmhm6-o wicked, evil; (here: bmhm63ba wickedness) 
j3mop-o kind (here: good. L0j3m3 kindness) 
ahL3ba being, creature; here: dhL3bmba being, existence) 
ahd3C-o long; here: ba6ahd;lro3-o long, everlasti 

LrmbL Loum0bp3La 6bdhabLa LodpoTo Lab3~m3a60 It is b 
die with fame than to live dishonorably; glorious death is 
than dishonorable life. 

Lo mObpO life 
6afhab-o dishonorable 
Loj3pop-o death 
Lab3pm3a6-o gloriou~ 

LrmbL Lab3p~La amb333a ~ m ~ ~ ~ L a  8~9Lab~333pLa To gain go 
name is better than to gain anything else; take away my go 
name and take away my life. 

Lab3poL amb333a to gain the name (reputation) 
~mLab3333p-o = haO a3odP3ba 8 m 0 b ~ ~ 3 m L  (amb333~C 0363L) sm 
to be gained 
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Preverb 

The Georgian language is rich in preverbs, i. e. one or two 
lyllabic particles preceding the verb-stem indicating the direction 
01 the action. They are followed by the person markers - pre- 
n M VS. 

On pa He went (the speaker is not there 
b13opa He came (to where the speaker is 
$1 3T?3 He entered (from outside) 

1 
He went out (the action from inside) 

0 30pa I'"" He went away 
~~t~oa-3opa He crossed smth., went over smth. 

According to their structure preverbs can be simple or com- 
pllhx. All simple preverbs (an-, a-, pa-, ha-, 73-, a-, adpa-, '$a-) indi- 
nlr an action directed away from the 1st $d 2nd) persons. 
('lrnplex preverbs formed by adding am- to the simple preverb 
I~~dicate actions directed towards the 1st and the 2nd persons 
(#;Im-, haam-, a3am-, a J~ - ,  aapam-, '$dm-). 

In addition to these two main directions (from and to the 1st 
rr~d the 2nd persons) each preverb can indicate the action up- 
wnrds (a-, ham-), downwards (pa-), downwards and inside (ha-, haam- 

lrom inside to outside (ad-, a&--,-), from outside inwards (a3-, 
a movement overcoming obstacles (aapa-, aapam-), etc. 

b r n mples: 

J.y.no ao3a6%3 0-30pi) A woman ascended the balcony 
(the speaker is not on the balcony) 

1 1  ao3a6%3 aam-30pa A woman ascended the balcony 
(the speaker - the 1st person is on 
the balcony). 

n,4:;a3aa Lama8aam oq3aJ%3 The child dropped the toy on the 
Pa-"&Pm floor (the action from above down- 

wards) 



a3hmo 80'$'38 pa-3ahpa26 ;a The ball fell to the ground 
b 3 h m o  m h a o  o Ra-3ahpa The ball fell into the pit 
cf.: a hmo crhaoao The ball fell into the pit ( Baa,- a h p a  B speaker is also there) 
~OC)D mmab a3-30pa pa The man entered the room 

b0300 a3-oy3a6a took the boy in 
cf.: 3 am-3opa He entered; he brought him in 

b'a8n-oy3a6a 1st person is there) 
acrao6a mmabope6 80-gopa The girl went out of the room 
p a  8 0 3 0 ~ )  aa-oy3a6a took the boy too 
cf.: aa80-3npa p a  aaa~-oy3a-  (... the 1st person is there) 

60 
aaaa 3 0 B h m  bop"Q aapa-3opa Father crossed the narrow bri 

p a  a30C0~ aapa-oy3a60 and took the son with him 
cf.: a b p 8 m - 3 ~ Q ~  p a  adPam- He crossed ... and he broght 

oy3a6a along (they came where the spe 
was) 

p g p a  ao6op36  Fja-30pa p a  Mother left the house and took 
a 00 Fa-oy3a6a her son too 

cf.: '#afn-3oea p a  yham-oy, (motion towards the speaker) 
6a 

Besides indicating direction the preverb has other function 

a) it can form the Future from the Present tense; 

3-Y3k  I'm writing, cf.: 

26 In verbs of motion indicating change of place on the surface the pre 
can indicate the indefinite direction of the movement: @a-hbnb he is running 
hbob (odom) he is running that way and am-hbnb he is running this way. 
preverb PO- (as well as  other preverbs) can also express the so-called inte 
repetition of the action on numerous objects. 

906306n 80-0)ayo he (has) sharpened the pencil. 
906dh3bn @a-~)ayo he sharpened the pencils (one by one) 
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ho603 I'm painting, cf.: I'll paint 1 .'a363b I'm building, cf.: I'll bulld, etc. 

b) The preverb can also form the complete aspect: 

I a \j3h3 I was writing, cf.: 

The action in all these cases takes place in the past; the forms 
wll.hout preverbs refer to the incomplete aspect, whereas the 
Itjrms with preverbs indicate the complete aspect: 

9 bb63 I was painting, cf.: pa-3-kag3 I (have) painted 
J +'a363 I was building, cf.: a-3-oa363 I (have) built, etc. 

c) The preverb can change the lexical meaning of the verb, i. i r sometimes we can derive new words by substituting preverbs: 

3-383 I (have) built 
ll"-3-aa3 (baT063) I (have) spread (a carpet) 

3-a83 (baaco) I (have) put smth.(sword) inside 
1 1 1 1  3-083 (3b6030) I (have) given smb. full credit, etc. 
Fb1 3-aa3 ( a h d m T ~ l d h a o )  I've lost (the battldgame) 

Most of the Old Georgian preverbs were simplified but some 
(~~cserved the old form often with different semantics. For exam- 
I ~ ( I :  a- is derived from ap- ,  which we have in simplified form of 
I I I V  words: a-gopa he ascended (the old form was ap-30pa), a-a607m 
111% lit it (cf. old aT-a6mo). Old forms are retained in the verbs: AT- 
\;':,ho he has described, aT-60a6a he has marked (mentioned), AT- 
nhmc?3a6pa he was delighted. It's interesting to note that when 
Il~cbre exist two parallel forms (old and new) they have different 
~~lc~anings. C f .: aT-6,,a6a (bi-personal) he (has) marked it and a-602- 

I (tri-personal) he gave him a sign 
The old form of Ra- is ?ma- retained in such words as: ama-80-  

I . ; ~ X ~  inspiration (cf. 6a-acr63ba reassurance). ama-aacr6~8l, he will 



inspire him, he inspires him (cf. Ra-aam63bL he reassures him); a paahoh-;, he was going to eat 
833poT3ba impression. hml, at that time J'l 

I 
The complete form of the preverb &a- is aa6 used in 1 

words: 1 
aa6-aahdm he continued; aa6-agbapa he declared (cf. the 

plified form aa-agbapa = gbapo  aabaQa he made it clear). 
I 
I 

The old form of the preverb aapa- is &ahpa-; it occurs in 
words as: 

I I 
(inf. aaam63ba to hear) 11 1 

aahpo-386a reconstruction, aahQa-0386a it was reconstru 
aahpa-Lab3a transformation, aahpa-obaba it was transform 

'I 
aahpa-C)3aT38a to die aahpa-oMaCa he died. 

ap8m-R36a to discover, discovery, ap8m-aho6a he discovered, 
aC8m-La3C3mo the East, ap8m-o~b~ha  to root out, to exclude, 
a 0 ~ 8 ~ 1 - 8 ~ ~ a ~ ~  offspring, a 0 ~ J m - 8 a ~ ~ m 8 a  posterity. Ins in every fourth line. Pay attention to the preverbs: 

As we see, the preverb can be added to verbs, infinitives 
participles. 

Read the fable ,,The Crow and The Foxi6, pay attention to 
preverbs: 

aaSso rpb a a c o ~  

h0-,b3~ once 
la.,h-, hungry; 

II,(Q-a b06ah-o (=aaob%aha) it got a crack 
A t  I, crack, syn. 6a3hay-o fissure, rift 

ohm3-a he found 01, ,r hoh-o it opened its mouth 
arp-a he sat IJI J3h3-0 the earth's crust % 8a to eat crust, (syn. ja6-o skin, 063pa30h-o surface) 

124 125 

blue) 






